Health in International Affairs

Meeting Minutes: Sept. 29, 2008


Since the last meeting:

· We have set up an online discussion group to share ideas and suggestions within the GPIA.

· Resources have been listed, including all past theses as they relate to health.

· We are in the process of uploading course materials, including student papers, short films and resources from past classes including readings. 
· We are beginning to gather resources for a shelf on health topics to be housed in the GPIA office.

· We are working with faculty to identify some key advisors on various health related topics within the GPIA.
The Health in International Affairs Working Group:

Diana Graiszbord, , Patrick Guyer, Veena Kasat,  Shriya Malhotra Raisa Vasilver,.

Areas of interest expressed by students:
1. Health in a Human Rights context: Economic and Social Rights | Rights to Healthcare | Theoretical debates surrounding international human rights norms and tools for policy

2. HIV/AIDS and Urban Public Health – Social and environmental determinants of health, condom social marketing, the role of art, design, imagination and innovation to solve complex development problems.

3. Urban and Environmental Health issues

4. Nutrition and developing world public health issues | Population Health | Food security an agricultural (rural) issues

5. Children’s health in developing world with an urban focus

6. Maternal Care | Gender dimension of health | Issues such as abortion and sexual, reproductive rights

7. Mental Health – as an area for research, health and policy funding, links to human development

8. MDGs progress and contexts for health
In the next steps, we would like to invite speakers to discuss current topics and create an outline for the actions by this working group (in the form of an advisory board that meets with students once a month).
Potential Advisory Board:

Current GPIA professors have been identified with an area of interest relating to health (listed on the webpage).

Milano Professors on US Health care and policy: Howard Berliner and Warren Belinkski

Former GPIA Professors: Dr. Khatayoun, Dr. Lucille Pilling, Sunita P. Reddy

Activities:

1. List (and maybe upload) all GPIA health related theses 
2. Informational Interview Sessions for new/continuing students

3. Plan a Lecture Series for the next semester
4. Arrange for students to attend conferences and lectures
5. Explore Health issues by concentration (health and security, health and conflict, health and governance, health and cities, health and urbanization, health and development, health and rights, health and culture, health and media, health in economics etc.) – requires further discussion with faculty.

6. Set up a cycle of health related courses (possibly within the development concentration.) 

7. Liaise with the water working group and the various student groups for events

8. Set up a GIS workshop and liaise with the PIIMS

9. Speakers series to introduce the topic then by interest and concentration

10. Interest by regions
11. Peer edit and post student papers, presentations as pdfs.

12. Create a brochure/pamphlet

