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         Executive Dean Scobey, Dean Grabois, members of the faculty, graduates, parents, and friends. Today is a day of accomplishment, of promise achieved, and of new commitments to be realized. It is also the first joint Recognition Ceremony of the GPIA and the Milano School, a coming together which we hope will build upon our strengths and further enhance the quality of the education we can offer to students and alumni in the future.

          The GPIA faculty and staff are very proud of this year’s graduating class. In January 2011 we had 45 graduates and now 85 in May 2011, totaling 130 for this academic year. The graduates come from 34 countries: Albania, Argentina, Australia, Bangladesh, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Colombia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Finland, France, Germany, Ghana, Great Britain, Greece, Grenada, Honduras, India, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Kenya, Mexico, Morocco, the Netherlands, Norway, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, the United States, and Venezuela. 
       Graduates, this afternoon you are about to join more than 650 GPIA graduates from prior years. They are working in many places, from supporting the reconstruction process in Haiti, helping in the birth of new nation in southern Sudan, managing a refugee camp in the Swat Valley in Pakistan, to supporting international efforts to fight against HIV-AIDS, to working with Liberian refugees in Staten Island, to working in the media and communications, including most recently as journalists in Egypt and Libya, and to immigrant rights programs in Seattle. Their choices are conscious, committed choices to join the global movement of public engagement to make what the World Social Forum has declared, “Another world is possible.” 

        Some have chosen to go on for doctorates in economics, urban planning, international affairs, and anthropology. Others are working in here in New York, finding spaces to apply what they have learned. We have 33 graduates working in the United Nations, many others in non-governmental organizations, others in city government, and discovering new opportunities to improve their work and to continue to learn. 

        In all of this work, these graduates have adopted an active approach to constructing their careers and their next steps. They have engaged with problems, they have maintained their critical perspective on the situations they face, and they seem, based on my conversations with many of them, to have realized that how they work also affects the substantive outcomes. That is to say, listening, learning, collaboration, and persistence are all part of the process of starting new jobs and growing into them.  

        This afternoon I would like to briefly share with you a few thoughts I have had as the semester winds down and as I observe the external environment.
        In 2008 when many of you started at the New School, the world was an excited mix of desperation and hope. The global financial crisis had begun, Wall Street was collapsing, and there was tremendous uncertainty here in the United States and around the world. Unemployment was starting to increase. The bubble had burst. 
         At the same time we were in the midst of a presidential campaign whose result gave us a lot of hope and raised our expectations about political leadership and a more effective and ethical national government. Many of my Latin American friends were more optimistic than we North Americans. A new world was truly possible.   
           Looking back, past the president’s compromises and his failure to live up to these expectations, past the mid-term elections, and even past the death of Osama Bin Laden, I wonder if we should have been more realistic about these expectations and perhaps used some of our historical understanding and analytic skills to think about the world more strategically. 
           Perhaps we should have been more savvy about the conservative forces of reaction which an African-American president would face. We surely could not have imagined debates about his birth certificate, yet we should have expected such battles over taxes, health care, ending two wars, and many other issues.  You have learned in your courses that there are structural explanations of public policy and that there are deeply-rooted institutional and political factors which help to explain what happens on a daily basis. 

         In these last two years in the GPIA you have been immersed in different interpretations of the role of politics, nation states, economics, technology, culture, ideology, natural resources, and war in making the world of today. For some, you were introduced in the GPIA to the seeming rationality of economics and macro-economic policy. Yet you quickly learned that other factors were important. How else could you explain differences between countries, between India and China, or Brazil and Mexico? You learned about human development, human rights, about Gini coefficients, the importance of social indicators, and new media.

       All of this suggests that we should not separate our understanding of how the world works from our political expectations. Our understanding should also help all of us make better strategic decisions, about our jobs, our public engagement, and our expectations for the future.

        I do not say this to restrain your hopes. These last several months we have seen revolutions in Tunisia and Egypt which have demonstrated that what appears to be well-established order and authority is more fragile and vulnerable than what we may have thought. And most importantly, we have learned that much of this change has occurred because of the efforts of your generation, not mine. 
         This is not just about using social media to mobilize political demonstrations, but rather it is much more profound. It is about young people taking responsibility for expressing their values and organizing the direction of change. It is about saying enough is enough; the older generation does not get it; it is our world now and we must begin to make political and social commitments if we want the world to go in directions we support. 

           This is heady stuff. I remember, and I am sure some others here this afternoon also remember, demonstrating against the Vietnam War. I remember being tear-gassed in Chicago in the demonstrations against the presidential nomination of Hubert Humphrey outside the Democratic Convention in 1968. Those experiences motivated my generation. Today we have equally if not more important challenges facing us, such as climate change, economic and social justice, and the continuing forms of discrimination based on race, class, gender, ethnic origin, or sexual preference. 

          The world needs you. During your time here you have been getting stronger, developing those muscles that I mentioned on a hot August evening at orientation a long time ago. You are smarter, more analytical, more informed, more skilled, better writers, and more excited by the world around you. I have seen you return from the International Field Programs in Ethiopia, Brazil, Argentina, Hong Kong, Nepal, and other places with new understanding and questions about how the world works. Your teachers hope that you see this world as even more interesting than you thought it would be, even though it is also very frustrating and at times, quite frightening.     
            So I want to conclude by challenging you this evening. You were optimistic when you applied to the GPIA and when you showed up for Orientation. Bob Kerrey was right at that Orientation when he said you had not given up. Well now, it’s the time to get to work, to enter the fray, and to figure out what you can do to be part of the many solutions the world needs to find.

           The world needs you. We need your brains, your energy, your courage, and your heart. 
           The New School is proud of who you are becoming. The faculty was happy to greet you when you walked in the door and we’re delighted to see who you are as you leave. Graduates from other years are doing well. They have found meaningful jobs, they are struggling to make sense of the world of work, of adulthood, in some cases new families, and mostly, of seeing paths to the future. 
            Each one of you will also succeed in that struggle. We will be rooting for you. Come back and tell us how it’s going. Let us know if some of your readings and papers really proved to be helpful. And tell us how much fun you’re having. After all, it’s your life. Go for it!
                                      *******************

        Executive Dean Scobey and Dean Grabois, a GPIA Faculty Committee of Mark Johnson, Christopher London, and David Gold reviewed the work of the ten teams of students completing the Practicum in International Affairs. The Committee has decided that the GPIA Award for the Distinguished Practicum should be awarded to the team of Kelly Gannon and Elizabeth Glatfelter for their project, “Visualizing Rights in Liberia.” Congratulations to the team for their work! 

            Kelly and Liz, please come to receive your award. 

           In addition a faculty committee of Nina Khruscheva, Sean Jacobs, Manjari Mahajan, and Bob Buckley reviewed theses which were nominated by faculty advisors for the GPIA Annual Thesis Prize. I would like to ask the nominees to rise: Skye Dobson, Lauren Gula, Neal Hicks, Kim-Jenna Jurrians, Achilles Kallergis, John Larson, Beth Prosnitz, Mary Robbins, Jenna Rogers, and Emma Saloranta. Congratulations to all of you for excellent work. 

        This year, the committee decided that the prize should be awarded to Skye Dobson, for her thesis entitled "Community Advancements Toward Affordable Housing in East Africa". Honorable Mentions are awarded to John Larson for his thesis: "Documenting the Terror Wars: the Spectacle and American Exceptionalism" and to Jenna Rogers for her thesis: "Unsafe Abortion in Ethiopia: Rethinking Issues of Information and Culture."

          Congratulations. Skye, John, and Jenna, please come to receive your awards.

          Finally, the GPIA faculty decided to award a special prize to the outstanding GPIA graduate for 2011. Seventeen GPIA students were nominated for this award, reflecting the high quality of our students and the presence of many outstanding individuals. Among this group, one student, however, received the vote of a large majority of our faculty. I am delighted to announce that the winner of the Outstanding GPIA Student is Skye Dobson. 
            Congratulations. Skye, please come to receive your award.
Michael asks all International Affairs Graduates to stand and come forward.

Michael reads names; Neil gives diploma covers

“Will the International Affairs Faculty please rise in your places and join in applauding our graduates.
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