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Description

Cambodia is at once the graceful apsaras and towering spires of Sûryavarman's 12th century Angkor Wat and the sunken mass graves and unidentified skulls of Pol Pot's 1973 left-utopian revolution.  It is at once the most heavily bombed country in human history and choice destination for Western wanderlusts in search of the unspoiled exotic.  It is Southeast Asia's most impoverished country and a regional leader in economic expansion.  Its burgeoning garment manufacturing industry boasts some of the most progressive labor laws in the developing world and it remains a place internationally notorious for child prostitution and human trafficking.   Few countries can claim as devastating a modern history as Cambodia, and yet with over half its 14 million people aged twenty-one years or younger, no other place in the world is more utterly dependent for its future on the hope, energy, and dreams of its youth.

This Lang Study Abroad Course engages the perils, paradoxes, and promises of contemporary Cambodia by combining intensive service learning with an academically rigorous examination of the politics and history that make up the Cambodian present.  Based in the town of Siem Reap on the northeast tip of the Tonle Sap (the Great Lake), a portion of our two weeks in Cambodia will be spent teaching conversational English to young adults at a local Buddhist monastery, building relationships with children at an orphanage through music, art, and photography, and assisting teachers at a primary school.  We will also learn basic conversational Khmer, take guided tours of Angkor Wat and the Landmine Museum, and examine first hand the realities of Cambodia's tourism, garment manufacturing, and human trafficking industries.  These experiences will provide an intimate and compelling frame through which we will discuss and write about texts and films that speak to the themes of colonialism, United States bombing, left-utopian genocide, United Nation's intervention, and contemporary globalization in Cambodia.     

If we return to New York City with both experiential and academic knowledge of Cambodia, with the beginnings of cross-cultural relationships that might be sustained over time, and, above all, with a renewed sense of and passion for the questions we ought to be asking about the world and our place in it, then we shall judge our two weeks in Cambodia a success.

Required Texts

Luong Ung, First They Killed My Father (Harper Collins, 2001).

David Chandler, A History of Cambodia, 4th Edition (Westview, 2008).

All other readings will be available for download and printing from the course website.  It is crucial that you download and print a hard copy of all required articles and bring them with you to Siem Reap.  Please also make sure you bring David Chandler’s A History of Cambodia to Siem Reap.  You do not need to bring Ung’s book.

Pre-Departure Course Schedule

Friday, December 5, 2008  2 p.m. – 4 p.m.  

354c, 65 West 11th St.

Loung Ung,  First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers. Harper Perennial, 2001.  1-272.

(begin reading Chandler’s A History of Cambodia.)

Self-introductions; discussion of Ung’s book; generating questions to be explored

Friday, December 12, 2008  2 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

354c, 65 W. 11th St.

The Rice People, a film by Rithy Panh, 125 minutes

(continue reading Chandler’s A History of Cambodia.)

discussion

Friday, December 19, 2008 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Fear and Hope in Cambodia, a film by Isabelle Abric, 59 minutes.

(continue reading Chandler’s A History of Cambodia.)

discussion

**Distribution of Siem Reap Schedule, Reading List, and List of Required Supplies*

Siem Reap Schedule, January 8 – 25, 2009

Subject to change:  please be flexible!

Thursday, January 8

► Arrive in Siem Reap approx. 11 p.m. local time

► Late Dinner 

Friday, January 9
► Seminar:  Orientation 


Tenkhoff, “Reflections on Angkor Wat” (15 pages)

► Free time for rest, exploring Siem Reap, readings, etc.

Saturday, January 10

► Seminar:  The Problems of History from Above
Chandler, pp. xiii – 34

Bayard, “The Roots of Indochinese Civilization” (27 pages)

► Conversational Khmer

► Service Learning:  Orphanage

Sunday, January 11

► Seminar:  Angkor and the Khmer Empire

Chandler, pp. 35 – 89

Briggs, “The Syncretism of Religions in Southeast Asia, Especially in the Khmer Empire” (19 pages)

Dagens, “History of the Angkor Site” (20 pages)

► Conversational Khmer

► Service Learning: Orphanage

Monday, January 12

► Seminar:  After Angkor: Siamese and Vietnamese Influence


Chandler, pp. 90 – 166


Leifer, “Cambodia and Her Neighbors” (14 pages)


Briggs, “Treaty of 1907” (16 pages)

Oliver, “Case Concerning the Temple of Preah Vihear: Cambodia vs. Thailand” (2 pages)

► Conversational Khmer

► Service Learning:  Orphanage

Tuesday, January 13

► Seminar:  The French Protectorate


Chandler, pp.  167 – 210


Thomson, “Establishment of the French Protectorate over Cambodia” (28 pages)


Osborne, “Peasant Politics in Cambodia: The 1916 Uprising” (25 pages)

► Conversational Khmer

► Service Learning: Orphanage

Wednesday, January 14

► Seminar: Nationalism, Independence, Civil War


Chandler, pp. 211-254


Kiernan, “Intro to the Conflict in Cambodia” (12 pages)

Slocomb, “The Nature and Role of Ideology in the Modern Cambodian State” (21 pages)


Kiernan, How Pol Pot Came to Power (selections)

► Conversational Khmer

► Service Learning:  Final Day at Orphanage

Thursday, January 15

► Seminar:  The U.S. Bombing of Cambodia


Kiernan, “The American Bombardment of Kampuchea, 1969-1975” (19 pages)


Owen and Kiernan, “Bombs Over Cambodia” (4 pages)


Kissinger and Nixon, “Transcript” (7 pages)


Kissinger and Haig, “Transcript” (3 pages)

Shawcross, Sideshow:  Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (selections)

► Conversational Khmer

► Service Learning:  Primary School & Conversational English Teaching

Friday, January 16

► Seminar:  The Pol Pot Era  (do not panic:  we will divide these readings up by sub-groups who will  present summaries to the entire group; we will also reflect on these readings over the course of the weekend on a less formal basis)


Chandler, pp. 255 – 276


Ung, First the Killed My Father, entire (covered in NYC)

Khmer Rouge Personal Life History Questionnaire (please complete this)

“Ideology of Total Revolution,” “The Organization of Power,” and “Explaining the Terror,” all in Jackson, Cambodia 1975-1978, Rendezvous with Death (37 pages).

De Walque, “Selective Mortality During the Khmer Rouge Period in Cambodia (19 pages)

Clayton, “Building the New Cambodia:  Educational Destruction and Construction under the Khmer Rouge,” (16 pages)

McIntyre, “Geography as Destiny:  Cities, Villages and Khmer Rouge Orientalism” (29 pages)

Ly, “Devastated Vision(s):  The Khmer Rouge Scopic Regime in Cambodia” (16 pages)

Kiernan, “External and Indigenous Sources of Khmer Rouge Ideology” (27 pages)

Stanton, “Blue Scarves and Yellow Stars:  Classification and Symbolization in the Cambodian Genocide” (6 pages)

► No conversational Khmer

► Service Learning: Primary School and Conversational English Teaching

Saturday, January 17

► Seminar:  Re-presenting the Past, or, Cambodia the Exotic (we will cover these 

     readings over the same 3 day period as our 3 day guided tour of Angkor Wat)



“Introduction to Cambodia” in Lonely Planet

“Cambodia and the Politics of Identity, Tradition, and Change,” “When Ancient 

Glory Meets Modern Tragedy:  Angkor and the Khmer Rouge in Contemporary 

Tourism,” and “Touring Memories of the Khmer Rouge,” all in Ollier and Winter, 

Expressions of Cambodia: The Politics of Tradition, Identity, and Change (24 pages)

► First Day of Angkor Wat Guided Tour

► Free time in evening 

Sunday, January 18

► Second Day of Angkor Wat Guided Tour

► Free time in evening 

Monday, January 19

► Continue readings from Saturday, January 18

► Final Day of Angkor Wat Guided Tour (accompanied by primary school students)

► Free time in evening 

Tuesday, January 20

► Seminar:  Memory and Justice:  Tribunals and Legal Mechanisms
Chandler, pp. 277 - 300


Kiernan, “The Collapse of the Pol Pot Regime” (24 pages)

Jarvis, “Trials and Tribulations,” (15 pages)

Glaspy, “Justice Delayed,” (13 pages)

► Conversational Khmer

► Service Learning:  Primary School and Teaching Conversational English

Wednesday, January 21

► Seminar:  Memory and Justice: Dance, Poetry, Film

Hamera, “An Answerability of Memory:  ‘Saving Khmer Classical Dance’” (21 pages)

Thompson, “Oh Cambodia!  Poems from the Border” (26 pages)

(Interview with Rithy Panh, director of The Rice People.)

► Conversational Khmer

► Landmine Museum 

Thursday, January 22

►  Seminar:  Production, Reproduction, Exploitation
“Dreams of Distant Factories.” This American Life (Episode 303: David and Goliath).  Chicago: Chicago Public Radio, December 28, 2007, 20 minutes.

“Rice People in the City,” “Women, Ideals, and Migration,” “Factory Work,” “Sex Work,” and Street Trade,” all in Derks, Khmer Women on the Move 

Douglas, “Sex Trafficking in Cambodia” (12 pages)
► Factory visit 

Friday, January 23

► Seminar:  A Democratic Cambodia?  The Problems of Politics from Above


Chong, “UNTAC in Cambodia:  A Successful Model?” (20 pages)


Hughes, “International Intervention and the People’s Will” (24 pages)


St John, “Democracy in Cambodia: What Went Wrong?” (23 pages)

► Conversational Khmer

Saturday, January 24

► Seminar:  Reflections, Farewells
► Free afternoon; late evening flights for NYC via Seoul

Sometime in February, Date TBD

► Final group gathering and debriefing.
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