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Lab - International Field Seminar Spring 2012

International Field Program Summer 2012

Spring LAB—NINT 5900

Sections and Room Assignments: 

Country Seminar: 

A: Argentina, Wednesday 6:00-7:50 pm, Room A-619

B: Hong Kong, Wednesday 6:00-7:50 pm, Room A-618

K: Colombia, Wednesday 6:00-7:50 pm, Room A-617

J: Brazil, Wednesday 6:00-7:50 pm, Room A-615

E: South Africa, Wednesday 6:00-7:50 pm, Room A-615

F: African Cities, Wednesday 6:00-7:50 pm, Room A-618

H: Balkans, Wednesday 6:00-7:50 pm, Room A-617

Field Methods Seminars :

On Wednesdays we will meet in Room A-406.

On Friday, February 10 and April 20 we will meet in Wollman Hall.

IFP Wide Meetings:

Friday, January 27, 2012, Wollman Hall 5:30pm to 8:00pm

Wednesday, February 8, 2012, Room A-407

Friday, February 24, 2012, Wollman Hall 5:30pm to 8:00pm

Friday, April 20, 2012, Wollman Hall 5:30pm to 8:00pm

The goal of the Lab International Field Seminar is to prepare you for the summer field and academic experience such that you arrive in-country feeling organized and confident, and you leave feeling you made the most of the experience. We will familiarize you with fieldwork skills and train you in various strategies for fieldwork;  provide you with a theoretical framework for contextual analysis; introduce you to the country in which you will be living and working through its history, culture and politics; and review your proposed research and field placement deliverables. The lab will include lectures, seminars, workshops, experiential learning activities, simulations, speakers, films and readings. 

The IFP Lab Seminar counts as 1 of the 6 credits that you will receive for the IFP.

The IFP Lab Seminar consists of four different types of meetings:

1. Country Seminars: Each IFP country meets separately every other week starting January 25 (African Cities, South Africa, Balkans) or February 1 (Argentina, Hong Kong, Colombia, Brazil) . However, some Wednesday meetings will be used for Skills Workshops. For specific dates, see schedule below.

2. Field Methods seminar: IFPers will be divided into two groups: Group I (Argentina, Hong Kong, Colombia, Brazil) and Group II (African Cities, South Africa, Balkans). The Field Methods seminar will meet on the Wednesdays when the Country Seminars do not meet and on two Fridays (February 10 and April 20). The Field Methods seminar aims to give students the opportunity to put into practice many of the methods and techniques learned in Research Methods as well as some specific to fieldwork. The seminar seeks to prepare students to approach their fieldwork and their research strategically. Students are expected to conduct 3 hours of fieldwork practice each week.

3. Skills Workshops: These are workshops in which students will build skills that the Faculty Country Coordinators (FCCs) identify as critical for preparation for your IFP location. Students sign up individually for these workshops depending on your interests and required skills.

4. IFP Wide Meetings: All Sections meet together, generally on Fridays, to discuss information that is relevant to all IFP locations.

Evaluation and Grading

Course Expectations

The IFP seminar counts as 1 of the 6 credits of the IFP. Successful completion of the IFP Spring Lab Seminar is a prerequisite to participate in the IFP Summer Session. In order to receive a grade for the IFP Lab-Seminar, students must complete all presentations and actively participate in classroom discussions and critiques.

Assignments and work in progress must be completed on time and included in class discussion and critique. Late assignments will be penalized. Consideration will be given to how much a student's work has developed and how well that development demonstrates an understanding of the concepts of the course in conjunction with the arguments present within your project.

Your grade for the 1 credit will be determined as follows:

Course Expectations

The IFP seminar counts as 1 of the 6 credits of the IFP. Successful completion of the IFP Spring Lab Seminar is a prerequisite to participate in the IFP Summer Session. In order to receive a grade for the IFP Lab-Seminar, students must complete all presentations and actively participate in classroom discussions and critiques.

Assignments and work in progress must be completed on time and included in class discussion and critique. Late assignments will be penalized. Consideration will be given to how much a student's work has developed and how well that development demonstrates an understanding of the concepts of the course in conjunction with the arguments present within your project.

Your grade for the 1 credit will be determined as follows:

1. Successful completion of Country Seminar





30%               

· Attendance at and participation in biweekly seminars.

· Reading all assigned material.

· Active participation in discussions.

· Completion of Terms of Reference for field placement and Research Proposal for summer.

2. Successful completion of Fieldwork Practice




30%               

· Attendance at all lectures.

· Reading all assigned material.

· Active participation in discussions.

· Five hours of fieldwork practice a week, reflected in field notes.

· Completion of short proposal, weekly field notes, a list of foci, transcribed interviews, and final report.

3. Attendance and participation in Skills Workshops




20%               

· Attendance to at least three skills workshops.

· Active participation in discussions.

4. Attendance and participation in IFP Wide Meetings     



20%               

· Attendance at all meetings.

· Reading all material.

· Active participation in discussions.

Attendance Policy

Class attendance is mandatory. There is no substitute for working and participating in class. The attendance policy applies to everyone. There are no exceptions. Leaving the class before it is over will be considered an absence.

Absences

Three absences constitute grounds for failure. Absences must be approved by Fabiola Berdiel and the Faculty Country Coordinators. In addition, a pattern of tardiness may also result in a recorded absence. It is a student's responsibility to obtain missed information and materials from other classmates and make-up the work in time for the next class.
Midsemester Evaluation

Students performance will be evaluated in April by the FCCs and Fabiola Berdiel to confirm participation in the IFP. 

Academic Warning

Students who do not complete and submit assignments on time and to a satisfactory standard will fail this class.

Schedule:

Session I—Wednesday, January 25

Country Seminar #1: African Cities, South Africa, Balkans

Faculty: Faculty Country Coordinator                          


Seminar: Introductions. Country – history, culture, politics. Health, visas, plane tickets. Discuss focusing papers for Spring pre-requisite and Research Methods on their IFP country.

Session 2—Friday, January 27, Wollman Hall 5:30-8:00pm

IFP-Wide Meeting: 2012 Orientation

All Sections

Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel, Mark Johnson

IFP-wide orientation session:  Requirements, calendar, preparation, grading, deliverables. Introduction to Country Seminar, Field Methods Practice, and Skills Workshops.

Session 3 – Wednesday, February 1

Country Seminar #1: Argentina, Hong Kong, Colombia, Brazil

Faculty: Faculty Country Coordinator                          


Seminar: Introductions. Country – history, culture, politics. Health, visas, plane tickets. Discuss focusing papers for Spring pre-requisite and Research Methods on their IFP country.

Field Methods #1: Room A-406: African Cities, South Africa, Balkans

Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel, Achilles Kallergis, Mark Johnson

Learning Objectives:
· Developing a strategy for fieldwork.

· Framing a question for research or project based on literature review and background research.

· Articulating a hypothesis to be explored.

· Selection of a research site in NY in which the question(s) can be addressed.

Lecture: Introduction to Field Methods. Elements of Design. Research question and hypothesis. Strategy for selecting a site.
Assignment#1: Proposal: Think about a research question connected to your IFP interests. Prepare a 1-3 pages proposal stating your question and how it relates to the IFP, select a site and explain how the site will help you answer your question.
Session 4 – Wednesday, February 8, Room A-407

IFP-Wide Meeting: Analyzing Urban Context

All Sections

Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel, Michael Cohen

Session 5 – Friday, February 10 , Wollman Hall, 5:30pm-pm

Field Methods #1: Argentina, Hong Kong, Colombia, Brazil

Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel, Achilles Kallergis, Mark Johnson


Learning Objectives:
· Developing a strategy for fieldwork.

· Framing a question for research or project based on literature review and background research.

· Articulating a hypothesis to be explored.

· Selection of a research site in NY in which the question(s) can be addressed.

Lecture: Introduction to Field Methods. Elements of Design. Research question and hypothesis. Strategy for selecting a site.
Assignment#1: Proposal: Think about a research question connected to your IFP interests. Prepare a 1-3 pages proposal stating your question and how it relates to the IFP, select a site and explain how the site will help you answer your question.
Session 6 – Wednesday, February 15

Country Seminar #2: Argentina, Hong Kong, Colombia, Brazil

Faculty: Faculty Country Coordinator                          


Seminar: Country – history, culture, politics. Discussion of winter readings, internship organizations, and country experience. Meeting with 2011 IFP participants.

Field Methods #2: African Cities, South Africa, Balkans: Room A-406

Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel, Achilles Kallergis   

Learning Objectives:
· Development of a strategy for the selection of places, activities, individuals from which data will be collected in a way that maximizes the likelihood that the materials collected represent the range of variability in the setting.

· Selection of field methods and techniques that can address the question.

Lecture: Strategy for entering a new site. Strategy for getting organized and understanding the new site. Strategy for watching and representing the site. Choosing methods and techniques to address research question (observation, surveying, interviewing, community mapping, focus groups, etcetera).
Assignment #2: Prepare a description of the site, including demographic data, spatial and institutional mapping, informal interviews, and pictures. Explain how the site that you have selected will help you answer your question. Outline your methodology and how the field methods that you have selected will help you answer your question. Prepare script for introducing yourself to the hosts at the new site. Get business cards.
Session 7 - Wednesday, February 22

Country Seminar #2: African Cities, South Africa, Balkans

Faculty: Faculty Country Coordinator                          


Seminar: Country – history, culture, politics. Discussion of winter readings, internship organizations, and country experience. Meeting with 2011 IFP participants.

Field Methods #2: Argentina, Hong Kong, Colombia, Brazil: Room A-406

Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel, Achilles Kallergis               


Learning Objectives:
· Development of a strategy for the selection of places, activities, individuals from which data will be collected in a way that maximizes the likelihood that the materials collected represent the range of variability in the setting.

· Selection of field methods and techniques that can address the question.

Lecture: Strategy for entering a new site. Strategy for getting organized and understanding the new site. Strategy for watching and representing the site. Choosing methods and techniques to address research question (observation, surveying, interviewing, mapping, focus groups, etcetera).
Assignment #2: Prepare a description of the site, including demographic data, spatial and institutional mapping, informal interviews, and pictures. Explain how the site that you have selected will help you answer your question. Outline your methodology and how the field methods that you have selected will help you answer your question. Prepare script for introducing yourself to the hosts at the new site. Get business cards.
Session 8 – Friday, February 24, Wollman Hall, 5:30pm-8pm
IFP-Wide Meeting: Logical Framework
All Sections
Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel, Mark Johnson
Session 9 – Wednesday, February 29

Skills Workshops #1

All Sections

Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel

On the skills workshops, students will learn practical skills directly related to the type of internship work they will be conducting during the summer. Students sign up individually for these workshops depending on interests and required skills.

Proposed workshops are:

·         Interviewing, Mark Johnson
·         Data collection,  Aida Rodriguez TBC
·         Program evaluation, Aissa Traore-Fernandez
·         Mapping and data visualization, Tom Buckley TBC
Session 10 – Wednesday, March 7

Skills Workshops #2

All Sections

Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel

In skills workshops, students will learn practical tools directly related to the type of internship work they will be conducting during the summer. Students sign up individually for these workshops depending on interests and required skills.

Proposed workshops are:

·         Interviewing, Mark Johnson
·         Data collection,  Aida Rodriguez TBC
·         Program evaluation, Aissa Traore-Fernandez
·         Mapping and data visualization, Tom Buckley TBC
Session 11 — Wednesday, March 21

Country Seminar #3: Argentina, Hong Kong, Colombia, Brazil

Faculty: Faculty Country Coordinator

Seminar: Country – history, culture, politics. Continue discussion on winter readings, history, culture, politics, newspaper articles. Discuss students work in country. Monitor progress of research proposal for summer.

Field Methods #3: African Cities, South Africa, Balkans: Room A-406

Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel, Achilles Kallergis               


Learning Objectives:
· Development of a strategy from management of data for effective analysis.

· Practice field methods and techniques (observation, surveying, interviewing, mapping, focus groups, etcetera).

Lecture: Strategy for recording field notes. Strategy for listening and interviewing.  
Assignment #3:
Three hours a week of fieldwork and typed field notes, which should reflect representativeness of venues, activities, and informants, a clear strategy for recording and analyzing data.

Prepare interview plan and conduct at least two interviews. Draft a one page reflection on what worked and what did not work in your interviews. Include your interview plan in the appendix.

Class outline:

·         Examples of note taking and interviews.
·         Create a discussion around the examples to learn about best practices.
Session 12—Wednesday, March 28

Country Seminar #3: African Cities, South Africa, Balkans

Faculty: Faculty Country Coordinator  


Seminar: Country – history, culture, politics. Continue discussion on winter readings, history, culture, politics, newspaper articles. Discuss students work in country. Monitor progress of research proposal for summer.

Field Methods #3: Argentina, Hong Kong, Colombia, Brazil:  Room A-406

Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel, Achilles Kallergis               


Learning Objectives:
· Development of a strategy from management of data for effective analysis.

· Practice field methods and techniques (observation, surveying, interviewing, mapping, focus groups, etcetera).

Lecture: Strategy for recording field notes. Strategy for listening and interviewing.  
Assignment #3:
Three hours a week of fieldwork and typed field notes, which should reflect representativeness of venues, activities, and informants, a clear strategy for recording and analyzing data.

Prepare interview plan and conduct at least two interviews. Draft a one page reflection on what worked and what did not work in your interviews. Include your interview plan in the appendix.

Class outline:

·         Examples of note taking and interviews.
·         Create a discussion around the examples to learn about best practices.
Session 13– Wednesday, April 4

Country Seminar #4: Argentina, Hong Kong, Colombia, Brazil

Faculty: Faculty Country Coordinator  


Seminar: Country – history, culture, politics. Continue discussion on winter readings, history, culture, politics, newspaper articles. Finalize internship placements.

Draft Research Proposal due Country Seminar #5. Due date might change depending on each FCC.

Field Methods #4: African Cities, South Africa, Balkans: Room A-406

Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel, Achilles Kallergis               
 


Guest speaker: Aida Rodriguez TBC
Learning Objectives:
· Development of a preliminary strategy for analysis that suggests a set of analytic categories and techniques that responds directly to the research question(s) and hypotheses.

Lecture: Strategy for analyzing data.
Assignment #4: Three hours a week of fieldwork and typed field notes, which should reflect representativeness of venues and activities, representativeness of informants, a clear strategy for recording and analyzing data. Start analyzing data.
Session 14 – Wednesday, April 11

Country Seminar #4: African Cities, South Africa, Balkans

Faculty: Faculty Country Coordinator  


Seminar: Country – history, culture, politics. Continue discussion on winter readings, history, culture, politics, newspaper articles. Finalize internship placements.

Draft Research Proposal due Country Seminar #5. Due date might change depending on each FCC.

Field Methods #4: Argentina, Hong Kong, Colombia, Brazil: Room A-406

Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel, Achilles Kallergis               
  


Guest speaker: Aida Rodriguez TBC
Learning Objectives:
· Development of a preliminary strategy for analysis that suggests a set of analytic categories and techniques that responds directly to the research question(s) and hypotheses.

Lecture: Strategy for analyzing data.
Assignment #4: Three hours a week of fieldwork and typed field notes, which should reflect representativeness of venues and activities, representativeness of informants, a clear strategy for recording and analyzing data. Start analyzing data.
Session 15 – Wednesday, April 18

Skills Workshops

All Sections

Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel, Mark Johnson

On the skills workshops, students will learn practical skills directly related to the type of internship work they will be conducting during the summer. Students sign up individually for these workshops depending on interests and required skills.

Proposed workshops are:

·         Grant-writing, Mark Johnson
·         Data analysis, Aida Rodriguez
·         Program evaluation, Aissa Traore-Fernandez
·         Public speaking, Bonnie McEwan
Session 16 – Friday April 20

Field Methods #5: Argentina, Hong Kong, Colombia, Brazil, African Cities, South Africa, Balkans

Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel

Lecture: Strategy for communicating the research. Ethics, identity, and biases in research and fieldwork.

Assignment #5: Final fieldwork report. Synthesis of assignments 1-4: Question, methodology, context (site), objectives/findings of research, challenges, appendix (interview transcript).

Session 17 – Wednesday, April 25

Country Seminar #5: Argentina, Hong Kong, Colombia, Brazil

Faculty: Faculty Country Coordinators

Pre-departure Country Discussion Group. Finalize Terms of Reference and Research Proposal. Continue discussion on history, culture, politics, newspaper articles. Discuss internship placements, visas, airport pick up, housing.

Session 18– Wednesday, May 2, Room A-510, 6pm-8pm

IFP-Wide Meeting

All Sections

Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel, Mark Johnson

Preparing to go. How to get the most out of your experience. Security and emergency plan. Managing expectations.   
Session 19 –  Wednesday, May 9, Date TBC by each country’s FCC.

Country Seminar #5: African Cities, South Africa, Balkans

Faculty: Faculty Country Coordinators

Pre-departure Country Discussion Group. Finalize Terms of Reference and Research Proposal. Continue discussion on history, culture, politics, newspaper articles. Discuss internship placements, visas, airport pick up, housing.

Session 20 – Friday, September 14, 2012

IFP 2012 Conference

All Sections

Faculty: Fabiola Berdiel, Mark Johnson, Faculty Country Coordinators       


Every student participating in an IFP is required to publicly present the work they conducted over the summer at the IFP Conference in the beginning of Fall semester.

International Field Program

Summer 2012 Course Syllabus

Dates: June 1 (Friday) – July 31 (Tuesday) Change dates if different than official dates

Faculty Country Coordinator: FCC NAME                                                                       


e-mail: FCC EMAIL

The nine-week long International Field Program’s summer session consists of all of the following components:
•         Week 1: Orientation
•         Every week: Seminars including debriefings on theory and practice, guest speakers on relevant topics, discussions on how Spring prerequisite connects to their experience in country.
•         Every other week: One-on-one meetings with FCC to guide research and check on field placement.
•         Cultural Activities and/or Field Trips
•         Public Lectures/Guest Speakers
•         Mid-IFP progress report
•         Final Presentation on site
You are expected to be in-country on Friday, June 1 for the first day of orientation. The program officially ends on Tuesday, July 31. Please note that you may stay longer if you desire, but GPIA will not assume any responsibility after the last day of the program.
Learning Objectives:

·         WHAT ARE THE LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR YOUR SPECIFIC IFP?
In-Country Schedule:

Week of June 1       
                    
Orientation.

Every Week             
                    
Seminar

Every other week    
                    
Individual Meeting with FCC

Week of July 1                     
        
Mid-IFP Progress Report

Week of July 23                               
Internship ends. Finish research. Final presentation.

July 31                     
                    
Official end of IFP. All papers due. 


Projects and deliverables:

·         WHAT ARE THE DELIVERABLES THAT STUDENTS WILL BE GRADED ON? PLEASE BE SPECIFIC, LAST YEAR’S STUDENTS EXPRESSED THAT DELIVERABLES FOR THE IFP WERE NOT CLEAR FROM THE BEGINNING.
Grading

The IFP is a six credit graduate course. Your grade will be based on:

1.      Field placement performance                                                                                            
40%

1. Independent research project or reflection paper                                                
20%

2. Attendance and participation in weekly seminars and program activities           
20%

3. IFP Conference Presentation                                                                                  
10%

4. Professionalism and positive contribution to group dynamic                                
10%

Students will receive a letter grade for the IFP based on the above. No incompletes are allowed for IFP credits

