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Comparative Development Experience 
 
 

Spring 2008 
CRN 3181, NINT 5000-C 

 
Mondays, 4:00 - 5:50pm 

66 W 12th Street, Room 615 
 
Prof. Alys Willman 
Office: 66 W 12th St, Room 616 
Phone: 212 206 3524 ext. 2453 
Email:  WillmanA@newschool.edu 
Office hours Monday 3-4pm and by appointment 
 
 
 
Course Description 
 
This course provides an introduction to the major theories and trends in international 
development within a comparative analytical framework. Central to our discussion is the 
question: why have some countries succeeded more than others at development? Further, should 
we understand development to be a process of economic growth, an expansion of human 
freedoms, a progression toward social equality, or something else?  Students will engage theories 
of economic growth and modernization, the role of the state in development, dependency, and 
people-centered development. They will compare the development trajectories of developing 
countries, with emphasis on explanatory factors such as governance, industrial development, 
agricultural policy, and social policies to address poverty and inequality. The role of global 
institutions such as the WTO, World Bank and the IMF will be critiqued. The perspective is that 
of political economy and is highly interdisciplinary across the social sciences, particularly 
political science, sociology, economics and geography. Students will leave the course with an 
understanding of competing definitions and theories of development, the practical applications of 
these theories, and skills for assessing and comparing performance across contexts.  
 
The course begins with a discussion of indicators and benchmarks of development to familiarize 
students with relevant data. Next, we examine major theoretical currents and their critiques. The 
third section compares development strategies to explain differences in outcomes.  
 
A critical gender, race and class analysis will be applied throughout the course. A dynamic 
pedagogy incorporates guest speakers, writing assignments and lively class discussion. 
 
 
Course Objectives 

- Engage critically in an active learning process to obtain a solid grounding in theories of 
development 

- Generate understanding of the process and components of development, through critical 
analysis of theory and application to contexts  

- Develop a comparative analytical framework for explaining differences in development 
performance 
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Grading and Assignments 
 
Students will choose a pair of countries for comparison in the second week of class, and apply the 
concepts from course readings and discussion toward analysis of this comparison throughout the 
course. The country pairs are: India-China, Brazil and Mexico, Nicaragua and Costa Rica, 
Philippines and Malaysia, Zimbabwe and South Africa, and Egypt and Jordan. Examples of 
"good" papers will be posted on Blackboard to guide students in the different written 
assignments. 
 
1. Writing Assignment 1 (20%). Understanding Development Indicators. In 5 pages or less, 
briefly evaluate the principle empirical trends in the development of the two countries you have 
chosen to compare. Include indicators of economic growth, poverty and inequality, social 
development (education, health) and governance. Due Feb. 25  by midnight. 

 
2. Writing Assignment 2 (20%)  Applying Development Theories. In 5 pages or less, apply the 
main bodies of economic development theory to one of the countries you have chosen for your 
project. The paper should focus on only one of the countries, and discuss this country's experience 
through the lenses of the theoretical currents discussed in part I of the course. In other words, 
what would the authors of the main bodies of development theory say about this country's 
experience? To what extent are these ideas still relevant, or do they need to be updated? Due 
April 7 by midnight. 

 
3. Final Comparative paper (40% of your grade; 12-15). This paper should contain two main 
sections. The first should be a brief (3-4 pages) overview of the comparative performance of the 
two countries using specific measurements (GDP, poverty rates, growth rates, and other relevant 
indicators). The second section should focus on one policy aspect to explain the differences in 
performance between the two.  All references should be fully cited and a full bibliography 
included. Due May 12 by midnight.  
 
4. Group class seminar (10% of your grade; 30 minutes) on comparative experience. Each country 
pair group will lead a seminar comparing the experiences of their two countries. Seminars will 
begin with a brief (15min) overview of similarities and differences in performance and explain 
them through different policy interventions. Then, the group will take questions and discussion 
from the class. Held Dec. 13 and 20 in class. 
 
5. General class participation (10%). Students are expected to complete the readings before class 
and participate actively in discussion. Specific expectations for student preparation prior to each 
class session are listed with the required readings in the class calendar below. 

 
Assignments are due on the day listed in the syllabus, before midnight. Students needing a 
grade of incomplete must request this formally before the end of the semester, following 
GPIA policy. Late assignments will be docked 1/3 of a letter grade. 
 
Plagiarism is taken very seriously according to the policies outlined in the GPIA handbook. If you 
are unsure about whether to cite a source, cite it. 
 
Communications and Resources: 
 
I will send any information outside of class through the university webmail system. Students will 
need to either check their New School account regularly or set it up to forward to another email 
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address. I will also use Blackboard for posting examples of ÒgoodÓ papers to guide students in 
their assignments. 
 
Students should take advantage of the University Writing Center 
(http://www.newschool.edu/admin/writingcenter) for help with writing assignments. 
 
The New School requires individuals with disabilities who want accommodations to contact the 
Office of Student Disability Services. After you receive an Academic Adjustment Notice, set up a 
meeting with me early in the term to discuss individual accommodations. More information at 
http://www.newschool.edu/studentaffairs/disability/additionalinfo.html 
 
 
Required Texts (3) 
 
John Martinussen 1999. Society, State, and Market. London and New York: Zed Books. 
 
Amartya Sen, 1999. Development as Freedom,. New York: Alfred A. Knopf: 
 
Ha-Joon Chang (ed) 2003. Rethinking Development Economics. London: Anthem Press. 2003. 
 
The course readings that are not in these books are available on the university E-Reserves 
program. The link is  
 
 
 
Course Readings and Calendar 
 
Part I: UNDERSTANDING DATA AND INDICATORS 
 
 
Jan. 28: Introduction 
 
Expectations: 

- Familiarity with the syllabus and general structure of the course 
- Curiosity and willingness to discuss definitions and concepts of development 

 
Readings: 
Martinussen: Chapters 1-3, pp3-30.  
  
Chang: Introduction 
 
 
 
Feb.4  Measuring Development  
 
Expectations: 

- Basic familiarity with commonly used social, economic, political and multidimensional 
indicators from the UN and World Bank 

 
Readings: 
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UNDP 1990: "Defining and Measuring Human Development," Chapter One of Human 
Development Report 1990, New York, OUP.   Available online at: 
http://hdr.undp.org/reports/global/1990/en/pdf/hdr_1990_ch1.pdf 
 
UNDP 2006. Human Development Report. Notes on Statistics. 
http://hdr.undp.org/hdr2006/statistics/about/ 
Read also questions on HDI at http://hdr.undp.org/hdr2006/statistics/faq/.  If you are interested in 
the more technical details of the HDI calculations, see Technical Notes 1-3 at 
http://hdr.undp.org/hdr2006/pdfs/report/Techinical_notes.pdf 
 
 
STRONGLY RECOMMENDED: GPIA DATA CLINIC SEPT. 22, Room 407, 10 - 12. 
 
 
 
PART II:  THEORETICAL CURRENTS 
 
 
Feb 11:  Classical and Neoclassical Theories and the Washington Consensus 
 
Expectations 
-Understanding of basic arguments of both Pritchet and Williamson, and evidence used to support 
them 
- Familiarity with the more prominent thinkers in the classical and neoclassical perspective 
(Smith, Ricardo, Malthus, Harrod-Domar, Solow 
 
Readings 
 James M. Cypher and James L. Dietz (2004) Chapter 4, "Classical and Neoclassical Theories " in 
The Process of Economic Development, Second Edition. (London: Routledge).  
 
Lant Pritchet, ÒDivergence, Big Time,Ó Journal of Economic Perspectives, vol. 11, no. 3 
(Summer 1997), pp. 3-17.   
 
John Williamson 2004. "The Washington Consensus As a Policy Prescription for Development," 
Institute for International Economics, Washington DC.  
http://www.petersoninstitute.org/publications/papers/williamson0204.pdf 
 
 
 
TUESDAY Feb. 18  Developmentalist/Modernization Theories 
 
Expectations 
-Familiarity with the basic tenets of these theories, esp Rostow and Hirshman. 
 
Readings 
 
Martinussen Chapters 4-5 
W.W. Rostow (1960) "The Five Stages of Economic Growth: A Summary," in The Stages of 
Economic Growth: A Non-Communist Manifesto (Cambridge University Press). 
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A.O. Hirshman, 1958. "Chapter One: Preliminary Explorations," in The Strategy of Economic 
Development (New Haven: Yale University Press).  
 
John Toye , "Changing Perspectives in Development Economics," Chapter 1, page 21-40 in 
Chang 2003. 
 
Recommended: 
Paul Krugman, 1994. "The Fall and Rise of Development Economics," in Rodwin and Schon 
(eds) Rethinking the Development Experience: Essays Provoked by the Work of Alberto O. 
Hirschman (Brookings: Washington DC).  
 
Lance Taylor. ÒHirschmanÕs Strategy at Thirty-Five,Ó in Rodwin and Schon (eds) 1994. 
Rethinking the Development Experience: Essays Provoked by the Work of Alberto O. Hirschman 
(Brookings: Washington DC).  
 
 
Feb. 25  Heterodox Theories: Dependency Theory, Structuralist Theory 
  
** Writing Assignment #1 Due in Class. 
 
Expectations 
-Familiarity with the basic tenets of structuralist and dependency theories, and MyrdalÕs 
perspective. 
 
Readings 
Martinussen Chapter 16. 
 
Manuel Castells and Roberto Laserma 1989 "The New Dependency: Technological Change and 
Socioeconomic Restructuring in Latin America," Sociological Forum 4(4):535-560.  
 
Gabriel Palma, 1989. "Structuralism," in John Eatwell et al, The New Palgrave: Economic 
Development. (New York: W.W. Norton). 
 
 
March 3:    People-Centered Perspectives 
 
Expectations 
-Familiarity with the basic tenets of human development, human rights approach, and basic needs 
approach. 
 
Sen 1999. Development As Freedom. Chapters 1-3. 
 
Sakiko Fukuda- Parr, "Rescuing the Human Development Concept from the HDI: Reflections on 
a New Agenda," in Fukuda-Parr and Kumar (2003). 
 
Jolly, Richard 2002. "Human Development and Neoliberalism: Paradigms Compared. Chapter 
1.9 in Fukuda-Parr and Shivakumar, Readings in Human Development: 106-116. 
 
UNDP 1996. Gorwth As a Means to Development, Chapter 2 of HDR 1996. Available on 
www.hdr.org  
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March 10:  Feminist Critiques of Development Models 
 
Expectations 
-Familiarity with the basic feminist critiques of development models and approaches, and 
proposals for making these more gender-responsive. 
 
Elson, Diane 1995. , 'Male Bias in the Development Process: an Overview', in Diane  
Elson (ed.) Male Bias in the Development Process. Manchester: University of  
Manchester Press, pp. 1-28. 

 
Sen Chapter 8 "Women's Agency and Social Change" 
 
Goetz, Anne-Marie (1997) ÒLocal Heroes: Patterns of Fieldworker Discretion in Implementing 
GAD Policy in Bangladesh,Ó Chapter 11 in Getting Institutions Right for Women in Development 
(London and New York: Zed Books).  
 
Recommended: 
Rathberger,1990. . ÔWID, WAD, GAD: Trends in Research and PracticeÕ Journal of Developing 
Areas July pp 489-582 
 
 
March 17  NO CLASS, SPRING BREAK 
 
 
PART III:  DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES 
 
 
March 24:  Geography and the Natural Resource Curse 
 
Expectations 
-Familiarity with the importance often assigned to geography in development, and the key issues 
of natural resource management in developing countries.  
 
 
Dani Rodrik , ÒWhat Do We Learn From Country Narratives?Ó Chapter 1 in Rodrick (2003) In 
Search of Prosperity, Princeton University Press. 
 
Sen, chapters 7 and 9 

  
Terry Lynn Karl and Ian Gary, ÒOil and Development:  The Global Record,Ó Foreign Policy in 

Focus, January 2004, www.fpif.org/pdf/petropol/ch4.pdf 
  
Thomas I. Palley, ÒCombating the Natural Resource Curse with Citizen Revenue Distribution 

Funds:  Oil and the Case of Iraq,Ó Foreign Policy in Focus, December 2003  
www.fpif.org/pdf/papers/Srordf2003.pdf 

  
Gavin Wright and Jesse Czelusta, ÒThe Myth of the Resource Curse,Ó Challenge, vol. 47, no. 2 

(March/April 2004), pp. 6-38. 
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For more information:  Two companion works on the history of a country torn apart by the fight over 
resources are Adam Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost:  A Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism in 
Colonial Africa, New York, Houghton Mifflin, 1998, and Michela Wrong, In the Footsteps of Mr. Kurtz:  
Living on the Brink of Disaster in Mobutu’s Congo, New York, Harper Collins, 2001 
Note:  The World Bank has an ongoing research project on the Economics of Civil War, Crime and 
Violence, econ.worldbank.org/programs/conflict.  Their work is summarized in Paul Collier et al, Breaking 
the Conflict Trap:  Civil War and Development Policy, Washington, D. C., The World Bank, 2003.  The 
International Peace Academy, www.ipc.org, has published a number of research studies with conclusions 
that differ somewhat from those of the World Bank project. 

  
 
 
March 31:  The WTO and the Global Trade Regime 
 
Sachs, Jeffrey, and Andrew Warner, ÒEconomic Reform and the Brookings Papers on 
Economic Activity, 1995:1, 1-118. 
 
 
 
April 7:  The Developmental State 
 
Writing Assignment #2 due in class 
 
Guest Speaker, Lily Ling, GPIA Core Faculty 
 
Expectations 
-Familiarity with debates on the role of the state, especially in the East Asian experience. 
 
Chang Chapters 2 and 5 
 
Sen Chapter 5 
 
Han, Jonwoo and L.H.M. Ling (1998). "Authoritarianism in the Hypermasculinized State: 
Hybridity, Patriarchy and Capitalism in Korea," International Studies Quarterly 42(1): 53-78. 
 
 
 
April 14: Social Welfare Policy 
 
Alec Ian Gershberg (1999). ÒEducation 'Decentralization' Processes in Mexico and 
Nicaragua: Legislative versus Ministry-Led Reform Strategies,Ó Comparative Education, 
Vol. 35, No. 1. (Mar., 1999), pp. 63-80. 
 
Sen Chapters 2 and 11. 
 
 
 
April 21:  Good Governance 
 
Expectations 
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-Understanding of the role governance and institutions play in development, and key aspects of 
success in Brazil and Botswana. 
-Ideas about elements of these successes that might be transferred to other contexts. 
 
Acemoglu, Daren et al 2003. "An African Success Story: Botswana." Chapter Four in Rodrick, 
(2003) In Search of Prosperity. 
 
Paul Collier and Jan Willem Gunning 1999. "Why Has Africa Grown Slowly?" Journal of 
Economic Perspectives 13(3): 3-22. 
 
Judith Tendler 1997. Good Government in the Tropics (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University 
Press). Chapters 1 and 6. 
 
 
 
April 28: Aid and Development Institutions 
 
Guest speaker - GPIA Director Michael Cohen 
 
Expectations: 
-Familiarity with the structure and mission of the International Financial Institutions (IMF, World 
Bank) and general principles on aid and development. 
 
Readings 
World Bank (1998) Assessing Aid: What Works, What DoesnÕt and Why (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press.) 
 
Kenneth Rogoff, "The IMF Strikes Back," Foreign Policy, Magazine, Jan-Feb 2003.  
Online at  http://post.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/rogoff/papers/IMF_Strikes_Back.pdf 
 
 
May 5:  Class Seminar: Comparing Country Experiences  
 
 
 
May 12: Class Seminar: Comparing Country Experiences 
 
 
 
FINAL PAPER DUE MAY  12 BY MIDNIGHT      
      


