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Executive Summary

The internationally unrecognized state of Somaliland declared its independence from Somalia in 1991, after 31 years of violent oppression by the Somali government of Mogadishu. The decision to separate from Somalia was largely triggered by the country’s descent into civil war after the collapse of Mohamed Siad Barre's dictatorship. In the 16 years since that exercise of self-determination, Somalilanders have disarmed and demobilized their militias, focused on rebuilding the infrastructure that was destroyed by the civil war, and held internationally monitored democratic elections. Somaliland’s successful steps towards democracy and stability lie in sharp contrast to neighboring Somalia, which has no central government or institutions and remains a chaotic mess of violence and anarchy that threatens regional security.  

Despite Somaliland’s state-building achievements, the international community refuses to recognize it as an independent state. International norms generally place state sovereignty above the right of self-determination, so Somaliland’s claims to independence are viewed as challenging Somalia’s territorial sovereignty. Even in a time when the United States is pushing democracy and state-building efforts all over the world, Somaliland’s national and institutional development has gone essentially unnoticed. Being an unrecognized entity, Somaliland has no access to formal diplomatic services. This fact, combined with a lack of organized pressure from the Somaliland diaspora, has made it difficult to build political momentum for international recognition. As such, the aim of this report is to address the need for advocacy, public diplomacy and strategic organization of the Somaliland diaspora within the US.

As a basis for comparison, this report includes three case studies on Eritrea, Kosovo and Nagorno-Karabakh – all cases in which a varying level of statehood has been achieved. Eritrea, which is now internationally recognized; Kosovo, which is well on its way to attaining internationally supervised independence; and Nagorno-Karabakh, which is a de facto state currently struggling to earn national sovereignty: all offer insight and lessons which may be useful to the Somaliland government and diaspora. This report also includes a fourth case study on the Toronto Somaliland diaspora for ideas and inspiration on potential diaspora activism.

Additionally, our work contains recommendations for the government of Somaliland and the Somaliland diaspora. Both have a role in the mutual goal of getting Somaliland recognized as a legitimate state; they must support each other and work together in order to maximize their roles. 

Finally, this report includes an in-depth collection of tools and techniques for effective diaspora involvement and advocacy to assist with the goal of international recognition of Somaliland. Before any formal political changes can take place, the diaspora must unite efforts and resources amongst themselves and with their home country. By mobilizing their community, engaging in media advocacy, communicating with policymakers, fundraising, and generally coordinating resources, the Somaliland diaspora can become valuable participants in the quest for official statehood.

We hope that our efforts will prompt an enthusiastic response from the Somaliland diaspora, and will provide them with useful tools for becoming involved in this cause. Once they unite efforts and develop momentum for their movement, the Somaliland government and citizens can effect change and move closer to their goal of international recognition.

CASE STUDY: ERITREA

History/Background

Eritrea was an Italian colony until Italy was defeated by the British during WWII, making England the new colonial rulers of the country. Shortly thereafter, the British withdrew and the United Nations created a federation between Eritrea and Ethiopia, although Eritrea retained some level of autonomy and had its own parliament. Almost immediately however, the Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selassie began to alienate the people of Eritrea by outlawing the teaching of Eritrean languages, dissolving the parliament and dismantling industries important to Eritrea, which were then relocated to Addis Ababa. Ten years later, the Ethiopian Emperor unilaterally annexed Eritrea as a province, sparking what would become a 30-year struggle for Eritrean independence. Beginning in the early 1960s, the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) began fighting the repressive Ethiopian government, although there was public support for unity in both countries. In the early 1970s, an off-shoot of the ELF, the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF), was formed and the two began competing for dominance. The groups fought each other and the Ethiopian government in a bitter civil war until 1991 when the EPLF came out victorious and took control of Eritrea.

The end of the war was formalized and a transitional government was put in place, lasting until April 1993 when the Eritrean people voted nearly unanimously for independence in a UN-verified and Ethiopia-backed referendum. Since then, the People’s Front for Democracy and Justice (PFDJ) party and President Isaias Afworki have ruled Eritrea. However, despite these democracy-building achievements, the Eritrean state has not been able to fully utilize its nation-state status since independence. The state constitution, ratified in May 1997, has not been implemented and parliamentary elections have been postponed indefinitely. In 1998, Eritrea and Ethiopia began a border war that officially ended in December 2000, although the government still blames the disuse of the constitution on the prevailing border dispute. Eritrea currently hosts a UN peacekeeping operation that monitors a 25 km wide temporary security zone along the border with Ethiopia. 

Diaspora

Because the ELF and EPLF have been in existence since 1961 and 1970 respectively, they were able to attract widespread public membership and create social organizations. The EPLF has Marxist foundations, stressing education, social organization, and democratic participation in civil society. While inhabitants of Eritrea are not able to utilize the social organization tools learned during the time of the civil war due to the current government’s suspension of democratic rule and suppression of civil opposition, the Eritrean diaspora has been able to utilize those tools. Many opposition parties have formed abroad, actively opposing the government’s repressive rule. The diaspora has remained involved in Eritrean politics and society from outside the country by effectively organizing their resources and raising funds to support the people’s wishes inside Eritrea. 

Voting Rights 

Originally, the Eritrean government constitutionally guaranteed the voting rights of Eritreans living abroad. According to the 1993 independence referendum, anyone who had one or more parents born in Eritrea had the right to vote. Because of their active involvement in the referendum, the Eritrean diaspora lobbied heavily and succeeded in having their voting rights secured within the Eritrean constitution.
 However, although parliamentary elections were scheduled for 2001, the government of Eritrea has postponed elections indefinitely so neither Eritreans nor those living in the diaspora have had the opportunity to vote since the referendum.

Diaspora Tax

The Eritrean government has attempted to keep the diaspora connected to Eritrea through a two percent diaspora tax, which the government demands in order to access government or embassy services. Since all members of the diaspora community who voted in the 1993 referendum were required to register with the government, the Eritrean government is able to keep records on those individuals in the diaspora. The government also uses the voter registration card as an identity card and visa waiver. Originally called a “reconstruction tax” but later labeled a “diaspora tax” – the law states that Eritreans living abroad who are employed must pay two percent of their annual income in taxes to conduct official business in Eritrea. As such, Eritreans in the diaspora must pay the tax in order to maintain their inherited family rights to land, housing and business licenses, and obtaining documents for marriage. Funds from the diaspora tax were used to partially finance the border war between Ethiopian and Eritrean forces during the years of 1998 to 2000. Many in the Eritrean diaspora, however, have refused to pay the tax, considering it repressive and choosing to hold foreign passports instead. However, those with family and/or business connections in the country have had no choice but to pay the tax.
Internet as a Tool for Diaspora Organization
The Eritrean diaspora community has remained connected to events occurring within Eritrea and to each other primarily through the use of the internet. One of the first and most widely-used websites by Eritreans living abroad is www.dehai.org. Dehai.org was launched in 1992, and went unchallenged as the foremost Eritrean diaspora website until the next decade. The diaspora found in dehai.org a forum where they could read the latest news, learn about upcoming events and form a virtual society by communicating via the website message board. The website became so popular that it was frequently monitored by the Eritrean government to gauge the political opinions of the diaspora and activities of opposition groups. During Eritrea’s border war with its neighbor, Ethiopia, dehai.org was a central means of mobilizing the diaspora to contribute resources and wage public relations campaigns urging the development of a democratic Eritrea.

Today there are many websites that the Eritrean diaspora can visit to get current news and engage in political discussions. Some popular websites include www.asmario.com, and the English language www.awate.com, www.meskerem.com and www.shabia.com. While all these websites are read by a portion of the diaspora community, each expresses a particular political position and is not widely considered to be a neutral source of information for the diaspora.
 

CASE STUDY: KOSOVO

History/Background

Kosovo was taken by Serbia in 1912 during the first Balkan war, when the majority of the population was ethnic Albanian. It was only allowed some extent of autonomy within Serbia after World War II. Rights to self-government culminated in 1974 when the province obtained a high degree of autonomy in the Yugoslav constitution. Yugoslavia was defined as a federation of eight constituent parts: six republics and two autonomous provinces, which had equal rights and powers at the federal level. Kosovo was one of the two autonomous provinces, along with Vojvodina.
Short-term prosperity and development were largely discontinued when the autonomy of the province was stripped illegally by Serbian leadership under Slobodan Milosevic in 1989. The exclusion of Kosovo Albanians from the entire public and institutional sphere increased dramatically, so they were forced to establish a parallel education and healthcare system. With the collapse of Yugoslavia and the increasing power of Serbia, an estimated five hundred thousand Kosovars emigrated to Western Europe and North America to seek employment and avoid the Serbian military draft. Meanwhile, a peaceful resistance movement was established on the ground under the leadership the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK) party, advocating independence of Kosovo through non-violent means.

The movement for non-violent resistance collapsed in 1997 when the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) emerged, and began clashing with the Serbian police and army in 1998, which responded by undertaking ethnic cleansing. The conflict produced a quarter of million refugees and displaced people. Accordingly, the Contact Group for the Balkans (composed of the US, UK, France, Germany, Italy and Russia) called for a peace conference in Rambouillet, France in February 1999. Serbia rejected the proposed peace accords, and continued its campaign of ethnic cleansing against the Albanian population of Kosovo. Because of Milosevic’s refusal to work towards peace, NATO began a 78-day bombing campaign in Serbia and Kosovo to put an end to the killings and attempt to impose peace in the Balkans. The intervention ended in June 1999. When Serbian army, police and paramilitary units left Kosovo, NATO troops secured the area and oversaw the return of almost one million Kosovar Albanian refugees. Simultaneously, the United Nations Security Council passed UN Resolution 1244/99, which established the United Nations Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), under which Kosovo is still administered.
Kosovo is currently undergoing a final status settlement process. UN Special Envoy Marti Ahtisaari has proposed independence under international supervision, with a high level autonomy for minorities, primarily Kosovo Serbs, in the province. The UN Security Council is expected to endorse this proposal in mid-2007. 

Diaspora

The Albanian diaspora in the United States was established in three phases of immigration: post World War I, post World War II (anti-communist and nationalist émigrés), and during 1980-1990s (when Yugoslavia broke up and Kosovo’s autonomy was abolished). 

Lobbying 

Kosovar Albanians turned to lobbying as their tool of opposition and advocacy. As marginalized inhabitants of an autonomous Serbian province in former Yugoslavia, they had neither government ministries nor any other official bodies to articulate their interests. With no formal outlets, Albanians started lobbying foreign countries through its large and developed diaspora. Open lobbying of the kind was a phenomenon little known in the former Yugoslavia. A regular part of the democratic process in the US and other western countries, there was no such equivalent practice in communist Yugoslavia. During the 1990s, the Albanian community in the US seized its new opportunity to sponsor politicians. Under US law, individuals can contribute no more than $2,500 to any one politician, so the Kosovo diaspora spread such donations among members of their large families, thus increasing their political influence. Among the Albanian-American diaspora, a careful strategy was developed for support of an independent Kosovo. It targeted Bob Dole and Bill Clinton (while he was still governor of Arkansas) in order to influence bi-partisan political figures who played prominent roles in US government administration. 
The first organization formed to lobby for Kosovo Albanian interests in the US was the Albanian American Civil League, AACL, founded and led by Joseph DioGuardi, a former US congressman from an Albanian background. According to its website, AACL is a “registered grassroots lobby representing the concerns and interests in Washington, DC, of the Albanian people”. DioGuardi sponsored a number of Congressional resolutions on Kosovo and organized the first Congressional trip to Kosovo in 1990 with Congressman Tom Lantos, another pro-Albanian lobbyist. Widely perceived as pro-Albanian, the visit was followed by subsequent visits from other members of the US Senate, often including Bob Dole.
The Kosovar Albanians had the advantage of unity in their mutual goal of independence, which shadowed any divergence that exists among competing Albanian groups. Diasporan Kosovars maintain at least three organizations through which they support the independence of Kosovo. Beside AACL, the National Albanian American Council (NAAC) and the recently-established New Alliance for Kosovo help organize the diaspora. 
With the establishment of UNMIK, diaspora lobbying decreased due to the common perception that the UN mission liberated Kosovo, so statehood would soon follow. This perception proved erroneous, demonstrated during anti-Serb riots in March 2004 when Kosovar Albanians attacked Kosovo Serb settlements and religious sites. As the Kosovar authorities received harsh condemnation from the international community, the diaspora reenergized its lobbying efforts, and the New Alliance for Kosovo was formed to support US lobbying for statehood recognition. The diaspora, in addition to sending remittances to Kosovo, played a crucial role in lobbying Europe and the US on the Kosovo final status issue. The diapora’s activities were fundamental to both Kosovo’s economic survival during 1990s and the successful movement for Kosovo’s independence, which can be substantially attributed to lobbying efforts by the diaspora.
Organizing the diaspora 

The Kosovar diaspora maintained its links to Kosovo through membership in the former province’s political parties. The most active and influential such political party is the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK), which includes members of the diaspora in the general council of the party. LDK became the “government in exile” in 1991, based in Germany. The government’s main role was to establish contacts and lobby European and American officials, maintaining links with the diaspora through its offices, and to collect and manage the funds gained through the “three percent tax.”
The three percent tax

To support the economic activities of the parallel institutions in Kosovo and lobbying efforts abroad, the government in exile introduced a three percent tax. Employed Albanians in Kosovo and abroad were called to contribute three percent of their income to the government every month. This “tax” was used to maintain Kosovo’s social institutions, political activities and lobbying. It was collected either through the government’s bank account or through branches of LDK. The tax was seen as obligatory, and although there were no formal mechanisms of enforcement, public shaming of those who refused to pay it was used to pressure all individuals to contribute. Specifically, isolation and public shame were used against individuals who declared loyalty to the Serbian regime when autonomy was abolished. Contributing to the achievement of the independence of Kosovo was seen as the patriotic duty of every Kosovar Albanian. 

Voting rights 

According to UNMIK, every individual who resided in Kosovo until March 1, 1998 is considered a resident of Kosovo. However, voting rights are contentious because the diaspora who left before 1998 is banned from voting, despite its desire and demands for the right to vote. This issue will be addressed by the Law on Citizenship, which Kosovo will adopt immediately following the UNSC’s new resolution on Kosovo’s statehood.
CASE STUDY: NAGORNO-KARABAKH
History/Background

Nagorno-Karabakh (NK) is an unrecognized de facto state in the South Caucasus that is formally part of Azerbaijan but fully inhabited and controlled by ethnic Armenians. Like the rest of the Caucasus region, NK was part of the USSR until the union’s dissolution in 1991. Before the fall of the Soviet Union, Karabakh was an autonomous oblast within Azerbaijan. It had been declared part of Azerbaijan in 1921 by the Soviet-era Caucas Bureau of the Communist Party.
 Although NK had broad autonomy within Azerbaijan, the Armenians of the region repeatedly petitioned Moscow for Nagorno-Karabakh’s transfer to Armenia. Nevertheless, it remained part of Azerbaijan until the beginning of the 1990s when the Soviet republics began to declare their autonomy. At that point, the region was 76% Armenian and 23% Azeri with Russian and Kurdish minorities. 

With the dissolution of the Soviet Union, Armenians within NK did not want the region to be part of Azerbaijan, considering that Nagorno-Karabakh had never been a part of an independent Azerbaijan. NK Armenians started a movement to unite the region with Armenia, but the Azerbaijani government considered that a violation of their newly-established national sovereignty. The Parliament of Azerbaijan voted to abolish the NK’s autonomous status in 1991, and Armenians in the territory then held a referendum in which the population voted for independence. Violence gave way to a full-fledged war from 1992-1994, at which point Russia brokered a ceasefire. That ceasefire has held since the war, but the threat of violence is constant and the final status of the region has still not been determined.

Current Situation

During and after the war, the Armenia-backed Karabakh army established full military and political control of Nagorno-Karabakh. Since then, the region has been developing (relatively) autonomous deomcratic political institutions. However, the de facto state has not been recognized by any country in the world, including Armenia.
 The absence of formal recognition as an independent nation prevents NK from receiving foreign aid from governments or international financial institutions. Therefore, economic support for state services, political institutions, and the like are supplied by NGOs, the Armenian government, and the Armenian diaspora. 

The Armenian and Karabakh governments are so closely linked that approximately one-third of the NK economy is supported by Armenia. Additionally, Karabakh residents use Armenian passports and currency. While there is no doubt that NK relies heavily on Armenia for subsistence, Armenia relies heavily on the diaspora for its subsistence, illustrating how fundamental the diaspora’s support is for both Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Support from the Diaspora

The Armenian diaspora is able and willing to support Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh for several important reasons. First, the vast majority of the world’s Armenians live outside the Caucasus region in Russia, France, the United States, and other countries. A little over three million Armenians live in Armenia, Nagorno-Karabakh and Georgia, while anywhere from seven to ten million Armenians live outside the Caucasus. The number of diasporan Armenians, combined with decades of residency in their host countries, has enabled the diaspora to be well-connected and established. 

In the United States, a country of 300 million, there are only two million Armenians, yet they have managed to create powerful political lobbies in Washington DC. In addition to political advocacy, the American-Armenian diaspora has developed all kinds of formal and informal networks, including church-related and non-profit organizations aimed at maintaining connections between the diaspora and the homeland as well as connections among the vast diaspora itself. Numerous family foundations and non-profit organizations contribute resources and ideas to homeland residents. Technological tools such as the umbrella website www.armeniadiaspora.com distribute information on such widely ranged topics as national news, job opportunities, social events, political campaigns, resources for students, travel, economic projects, and historical and cultural information. Perhaps as a result of the close ties that have been successfully maintained between Armenia and its diaspora, the diaspora has contributed a monumental amount of resources to the development of Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh. Figures for remittances were recently estimated at $900 million a year, about 30 percent of Armenia’s official GDP.
 In addition to remittances and private donations, the diaspora also contributes by investing, operating businesses, buying land, and touring Armenia. 

Dual-Citizenship

For all of the diaspora’s investment in Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh since independence, national policy has been slow to incorporate them as formal citizens. However, on February 26, 2007, the National Assembly of Armenia passed legislation that will allow Armenians worldwide to become dual citizens. “Under the draft law, dual citizenship holders will be able to vote in Armenian elections provided they are registered in the country as residents. Holders of dual citizenship would be allowed to run in parliamentary and presidential elections after five and 10 years of residency, respectively. Obtaining dual citizenship would not require conscript-aged men to serve in the Armenian Army”.
 Since the majority of the world’s Armenians live outside the country, but would be required to become residents for a minimum of three years in order to obtain citizenship, the new law could potentially increase Armenia’s population substantially. More residents mean more taxation, which may have been a key motivation for allowing dual citizenship. Unlike diasporas of some countries, the Armenian diaspora is not taxed by the national government unless they are residents of the state. Under the new law, taxation will remain an issue of residency, not citizenship.
Given that citizens of Armenia are automatically citizens of Nagorno-Karabakh, it can be expected that the potential benefits of dual citizenship will benefit both Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh. Maintaining ties to their active, wealthy and well-organized diaspora has served both countries well, and is a lesson to be learned by other diasporas. While the Armenian diaspora has had many years to accumulate capital and build effective networks and institutions, there is no reason why other diasporas cannot do the same. Every diaspora is likely to have internal differences, as well as significant differences between themselves and the homeland residents, but this case study shows that organization of people and resources is the first step towards building a strong diaspora that will support the home country in the accomplishment of mutual goals. 

CASE STUDY: TORONTO’S SOMALILAND COMMUNITY
Background

Toronto is home to one of the largest and most politically active Somali/Somaliland diaspora communities in North America. Toronto’s Somaliland diaspora has cultivated a strong advocate in Member of Parliament (MP) Jim Karygiannis, who since 1991 has actively campaigned for Canadian recognition of Somaliland as an independent state.  

Jim Karygiannis is a liberal member of the Canadian Parliament, representing the area of Scarborough-Agincourt in Toronto. First elected in 1988, he was reelected with 63% of the popular vote for his sixth term on January 23, 2006. He has been a strong supporter of immigrant communities since being elected to office. In 2004, Karygiannis, with the help of the Canadian-Armenian diaspora community, was an integral component in Canada’s decision to recognize the Armenian Genocide.
 Scarborough-Agincourt is one of the most ethnically diverse federal ridings (election districts) in Canada and the home of most of Toronto’s substantial Somali diaspora. Since the collapse of the Somali state in 1991, approximately 100,000 Somalis have immigrated to Canada, making it the largest diaspora of Somalis outside of Africa.
 

Lobbying by Diaspora

Karygiannis was first approached in 1991 by members of the Somaliland diaspora community who were seeking support for international recognition of Somaliland. He first visited Somaliland in 2002 on a fact-finding mission and witnessed first-hand the devastation caused by years of civil war. He also observed the great strides in reconstruction made by the de facto government of Somaliland. In February of 2003, Somaliland’s Minister of Family and Social Affairs, Edna Aden Ismail, traveled to Canada to meet with members of the Canadian Parliament to raise awareness about the plight of Somaliland’s people. This visit was important in that it expanded awareness of Somaliland in the Canadian Parliament. In May of that same year, Karygiannis traveled again to Somaliland as an international observer for their 2003 Presidential election.  

Since his first visit to Somaliland, Karygiannis has urged the Canadian International Development Agency and the Department of Foreign Affairs to become involved in the region. His contacts with the diaspora in Toronto have undoubtedly sustained his passion for the cause. Unfortunately, he has had little success to date. Karygiannis believes that Canada and other Western governments need to have a presence in the region and recognize and support Somaliland’s achievements. Otherwise, the violence in Somalia may spill into Somaliland, potentially creating another safe haven for terrorist activity.
 According to Karygiannis, creating business and investment opportunities in Somaliland is one of the best ways to support the region’s democracy and ensure that it remains peaceful.

Toronto’s Somaliland diaspora, through active lobbying of MP Karygiannis, has created a strong and tenacious supporter in the Canadian Parliament. Their actions should be viewed as inspiration and motivation to the Somaliland diaspora community in the United States and around the world. Contacting and informing elected officials about the situation in Somaliland and its long battle for recognition can generate much-needed support for the cause. Relationships with politicians and community leaders are vital to achieving Somaliland’s ultimate goal. Only by applying constant pressure and by seizing every opportunity to inform elected officials about Somaliland does Karygiannis believe the Somaliland diaspora will put recognition on the political landscape.
 

Recommendations

Jim Karygiannis addressed the Somaliland Policy and Reconstruction Institute (SoPRI) in Los Angeles in June 2005 and again in September 2006 at their convention in Crystal City, Virginia. In his address, Karygiannis stressed the importance of individual and organizational action in achieving international recognition for Somaliland. The diaspora community needs to actively call and write to members of congress, senators and their political aids to make them aware of Somaliland and the importance of recognition. He urges the diaspora to contact journalists who can increase awareness of Somaliland and inform more individuals, like himself, who believe Somaliland recognition is important not only for Somaliland but for the Horn of Africa. Finally, Karygiannis noted that the most effective way for the Somaliland diaspora community to effect change is to either actively support the campaigns of those supportive of Somaliland recognition, or to run for elected office in the US themselves.
  

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SOMALILAND GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVE

This section reviews the work carried out by Somaliland’s Representative to the United States, Dr. Sa'ad Shiek Osman Noor, and makes recommendations for improving, strengthening and increasing the visibility of Somaliland in the United States.

Diplomatic representation of the Republic of Somaliland in Washington, DC consists of one person, Dr. Saad Noor. Despite limited resources and the lack of a formal office, the achievements of Dr. Noor are impressive. He has succeeded in establishing and maintaining communication with members of the United States Congress, State Department, Department of Defense, Council on Foreign Relations, National Endowment for Democracy, various think tanks, and other American institutions that are involved with American foreign policy in Africa. Dr. Noor has almost single-handedly sustained the visibility of Somaliland in Washington, DC.
Additionally, the representative of Somaliland has established links with Somaliland’s diaspora organizations and individuals and is involved in attempts to reorganize and restructure the diaspora. He seeks to help transform the currently disorganized diaspora into a more structured movement, so that they can together lobby for recognition of Somaliland’s independence. Dr. Noor devotes a significant quantity of his time to trying to energize the Somaliland diaspora, however, his work cannot be sustained without proper resources.

The work required to generate the amount of political visibility necessary to champion Somaliland’s quest for formal recognition of independence in Washington cannot be done by only one person. There is urgent need for assistance with research, creating administrative and organizational databases, contacting the press and other publicity-related matters. This is the minimum assistance needed to significantly enhance the work of the representative. There is currently no effective system in place to disseminate information about Somaliland, such as a press package with Somaliland’s profile, history, background and current events that can be distributed to interested parties. In order to reenergize Somaliland’s efforts to lobby the US government and relevant international institutions, the authors of this document recommend the following:

· Establish an Office of the Republic of Somaliland in DC
Establishment of a formal office will greatly improve the capacity of Somaliland’s representatives to lobby American policy-makers. It will also contribute to a general increase in the visibility of Somaliland in the US capital. Specifically, the office will enhance the capability to maintain regular contacts with diplomatic representatives from other countries; maintain and develop relations with US policy-makers and think tanks; begin establishing contacts with the United Nations in New York; and help stimulate more media visibility.

· Provide Additional Staff Officers
Provide two additional staff to the office right away. Designate one officer to cover the United Nations headquarters in New York City, by developing contacts there and providing information about Somaliland’s quest for recognition of independence. The second officer should be responsible for monitoring media coverage of Somaliland, activities of related think tanks; relations in the diaspora; general research; and organizing the administrative actions of the office. Hiring more than two staff officers is also recommended, but two is the minimum to start increasing lobbying efforts.
· Allocate Appropriate Funding
To augment the efforts of Somaliland’s representatives and diaspora, the appropriate financial assistance is necessary. Finances should come from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Somaliland, as well as from fundraising efforts undertaken by the diaspora community.

· Cover the United Nations 

Somaliland must begin covering the United Nations, by establishing, developing and maintaining contacts with the UN diplomats and permanent missions to the UN. It should begin by presenting the case of Somaliland, increasing visibility for the issue of recognition of independence, familiarize the permanent missions with the aims of Somaliland, and begin lobbying for international recognition through the tools of the UN.
· Monitor Media Coverage
Follow media coverage on issues that concern Somaliland. Provide information and feedback to journalists, react to articles that mention Somaliland, and generally work to increase visibility. It is extremely important that the media sees Somaliland as a beacon of stability in Eastern Africa, and the government representatives in DC must always prioritize media correspondence.
· Maintain Regular Contacts with Diaspora
Maintaining regular contacts with the diaspora is essential for the recognition of Somaliland. By working together, the diaspora and government can achieve great strides in Somaliland’s goals. They can mutually help support Somaliland’s economy to ensure that the region remains functional and sustainable. With an organized and cohesive plan of action, lobbying efforts by diaspora individuals, organizations and the governmental office will significantly increase the visibility of Somaliland’s plight among decision-makers in Washington, DC.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AMERICAN-SOMALILAND DIASPORA
The Somaliland diaspora in the United States can and must play a pivotal role in the pursuit of international recognition of Somaliland. As the case studies contained in this report show, diaspora communities can be vital political action groups when they are well-organized, well-informed and working towards a common goal.  

The Somaliland community in the United States can help to educate the public, increase media coverage, and draw the attention of elected officials if it takes advantage of the average citizen’s ability to reach members of the press and the government. In order for their efforts to be effective, the diaspora community must properly organize their efforts, communicate with each other and work towards their common goals with one, unified voice representing Somaliland. The following recommendations are offered to help the Somaliland community in the US achieve these objectives:

· Create a Unified Umbrella Organization 

In order for efforts towards recognition of Somaliland to be successful, the Somaliland diaspora in the US must attempt to speak with one unified voice, irrespective of clan affiliation. While all diasporas have internal group differences, Somalilanders must present a united front to garner support for their ultimate goal. As such, it is recommended that one umbrella organization be created for diasporan Somalilanders. Other, small organizations can and should still maintain their focused work, but all should be participating members of the umbrella organization. Some of the organization’s primary roles would be to constantly coordinate activities with the Somaliland government and the representative in Washington, DC, as well as maintain regular contact with the national media.
· Create a Somaliland Website 

It is highly recommended that the Somaliland diaspora community in the US create one go-to website. Currently, there are numerous different websites that do not very effectively present a united diaspora. Many websites contain similar news stories and information, and are difficult to navigate if the reader is not part of the Somaliland community. One cohesive website should be created and continually maintained, featuring news stories, information about community events searchable by region, a message board where members can share ideas, and tools for getting involved with media and political advocacy efforts. One centralized website would be key to focusing the efforts of the diaspora and ensuring that community members spread across the US are able to stay connected to each other.
· Coordinate Regular Regional and National Meetings/Conferences
Regional Somaliland organizations should meet at least twice a year to discuss the progress of Somaliland recognition and to share ideas and suggestions about how to more effectively lobby elected officials, increase public support and improve media coverage regarding international recognition of Somaliland. In addition to these regional meetings, the larger US umbrella organization should coordinate an annual conference where all regional organizations, supportive elected officials and scholars are invited to attend. At the annual conference, attendees should review past efforts and outline a coordinated message for moving ahead the goal of recognition in the upcoming time period.
· Increase Contact with US Government Officials
One of the most important actions the diaspora can take is to contact their elected officials about Somaliland’s status and goals. The Somaliland community must show their representatives that recognition of a peaceful and democratic Somaliland is important to them as constituents, and is also of vital importance to US national interests in Africa. Letter-writing or email campaigns, phone calls and meetings with elected officials can help to put the issue of Somaliland recognition on the political agenda of the US.

· Increase Contact with the Media
One of the most cost-effective ways of pressuring elected officials and increasing public support for international recognition of Somaliland is to increase positive media coverage of the region. The government and diaspora must work together to increase media visibility and stress Somaliland’s democratic accomplishments against all odds in the Horn of Africa. The diaspora must notify the media of their goals and efforts, so that the media can increase coverage about Somaliland.
· Raise Funds
While there are low-cost ways to reach targeted audiences about the goal of international recognition of Somaliland, the importance of sufficient economic resources can not be overstated. Fundraising will allow the Somaliland diaspora to seek the assistance of professional public relations firms, travel to meet with influential elected officials, scholars and community leaders, and purchase advertising space in important national publications such as the New York Times or the Washington Post. All lobbying and advocacy efforts require funds, and the more the diaspora works with each other and with the government, the more funds can be raised and put towards the cause.
· Increase Contact with Somaliland Government Representative in the US
The Somaliland representative in Washington, DC provides an important link to the United States government that is vital to the support and eventual recognition of Somaliland. Somalilanders must assist the representative in his efforts by streamlining their work, contacting local government officials, corresponding with the media, and generally contributing to promoting the image of Somaliland as important to both US constituents and US foreign policy interest.
TOOLKIT

Step 1: Mobilize the Community
Advocacy means different things to different people. It can refer to increasing public knowledge about Somaliland, the actions you or your organization are taking to change national policies, or simply bringing people from diverse backgrounds – average citizens, activists, community leaders, politicians – to the table to work together and challenge the current thinking on Somaliland.  
Whatever the definition, advocacy is important to the Somaliland diaspora and Somaliland organizations in the United States. The techniques discussed in this toolkit will help individuals and organizations influence local and national policy, increase the funding available to diaspora groups, inform the general public about the issue, and enlist the help of government officials and community leaders to pressure the US government to recognize the independence of Somaliland. These goals are substantial and they will take time, energy and dedication to accomplish. To jumpstart the advocacy process, here are some key recommendations:
· Motivate the Community
The Somaliland diaspora must work to involve all Somalilanders, as well as non-Somalilanders supportive of their goals, in the fight for recognition. Realizing that there is strength in numbers will assist the diaspora in coming together and fighting for recognition with a unified front. Members of the diaspora must use the power they have in communities where there are significant numbers of Somalilanders to pressure the government and media in those areas to pay attention to this plight. The greater the public support for Somaliland recognition, the greater the likelihood that influential community and business leaders and politicians will join the effort for an internationally recognized Somaliland state. 

· Work with Likeminded Organizations
Each organization must have a well-defined set of mission and values, so Somaliland organizations with similar or mutually supportive values must work together. Organizations will be additionally supported in their efforts by the creation of one overarching umbrella organization – to help align regional associations and individuals. As the diaspora makes more contact with each other and with leaders of the Somaliland community, directories should be compiled so that individuals have access to information about other likeminded individuals and organizations. To start, this toolkit includes several in-depth appendices that can be used by Somalilanders as resources for communication (see attached appendix section). Also, regularly scheduled conferences and summits where the diaspora community can get together, share ideas and monitor the progress of advocacy efforts would also be helpful. The more that individuals are inspired to join organizations, and the more that organizations work with each other, the more potential for change will be created.
· Know the Policy Environment
Individuals and organizations must have an understanding of Somaliland’s history and be able to present it positively to US leaders who influence related policy. The community must define key actors – both those who are supportive and unsupportive of Somaliland recognition – in order to enlist the help of sympathetic leaders and battle the efforts of those who are unconvinced. The first step is finding out the names and viewpoints of your own area’s elected officials (please see attached appendix of government officials in areas of relatively high Somaliland populations).

· Define the Issues and Set Goals and Objectives
Whether your organization is focused on pressuring the United States government to recognize Somaliland’s independence or on raising money to assist lobbying efforts, it is vital that you agree on and pursue a unified mission before getting started. It is important to make sure that the members of your organization are clear about its goals. Again, working with other Somaliland organizations will help increase the resources available to all organizations and will keep the Somaliland diaspora in the US connected and working towards their mutual goal.

· Identify Target Audiences and Work at Building Support

Your target audience includes decision makers, elected officials, the media, community leaders and the general public. The most suitable ways to communicate with various audiences will range, and you must frame your advocacy approach around the level of understanding at which they are starting.
· Develop a Clear Message and Select Channels of Communication

Before making contact with individuals, media, or politicians, know what you aim to achieve by contacting these different groups. Approach them with a clear message and in the most suitable manner for their position. Obviously, letters to Members of Congress will be much more formal than flyers handed out at an event, although both may have a similar message. One-on-one meetings, press releases, letters, fact sheets and public demonstrations are just a few of the ways that you and your organization can communicate your message effectively.

· Raise Funds
For advocacy to be effective, the Somaliland diaspora must have the financial resources to back its efforts. Fundraising can help to pay for the widest variety of advocacy techniques, and the act of fundraising itself will connect the community in their efforts and bring attention to the cause. (Please see attached section on Fundraising).
· Evaluate Strategies Along the Way  
By utilizing the talents and dedication of Somalilanders in the US, Somaliland diaspora organizations will increase the likelihood of changing minds and government policies. It is important to consistently review the activities of the Somaliland diaspora and recognize what is working and not working. Monitoring and evaluating past efforts will ensure that future efforts are equally or more successful. The diasporas that have achieved a good deal of visibility and success in the US have taken the time and effort to reevaluate strategies for continuous improvement. Somalilanders must follow this lead and begin carving out their territory as an influential diaspora in the US.

Step 2: Engage the Media
The media – newspapers, television, radio, the internet – is a powerful tool that can be used to mobilize the Somaliland diaspora in the US and increase public knowledge about Somaliland and related issues. Moreover, media attention is important in helping to make messages credible to elected officials and community leaders. Media is a dominant instrument in influencing and shaping US policy. In this respect, media visibility is extremely important to furthering the case for recognizing the independence of Somaliland.

Diaspora organizations and the Representative of Somaliland in Washington, DC must be aware of all media coverage on the Horn of Africa, especially that which concerns Somaliland and Somalia. Leaders of the Somaliland Diaspora should react to every article or story that discusses Somalia without mentioning Somaliland. The reaction must be swift: no later than a day after a story is published or aired. When contacting the press, responses must be well-developed and contain all pertinent information about Somaliland (please see attached Fact Sheet and Press Release samples). Diaspora organizations should act as “watch dogs” and raise public awareness about Somaliland while monitoring inaccuracies. For instance, when a map of Somalia is published, a map that highlights the separation of Somaliland from Somalia should be provided to the media, along with the Fact Sheet.

On the other hand, authors of accurate articles and media stories about Somaliland should receive a thank you letter from diaspora organizations and/or the government office in DC (please see sample Thank You letter). This will assist in promoting correct information about Somaliland in the American media (no small feat). Contacts with journalists sympathetic to Somaliland must be established and maintained. The following are some suggested methods of engaging the media:

· Distribute a Fact Sheet

Upon meeting with a member of the press, you should always have a one-page Fact Sheet on hand. That way, the media correspondent can quickly learn important facts about Somaliland and gain interest about your event. Fact sheets should include a map of the area of interest for visual aid. See sample Fact Sheet below).

· Send out a Press Release

Press releases should be sent out to media outlets to attract attention to events, news, and other pertinent forums for the Somaliland Community. They can be sent before an event (to advertise and notify), after an event (to summarize and follow-up), or anytime a generally important occurrence takes place. Often, newspapers will print press releases if it is well-written and of importance to the community. Your job is to perfect your press-release-writing skills and convince the media that your news is worthwhile.

To maximize effectiveness, your press release should be concise and communicate why your event or news announcement is important. Every press release should contain the answers to all the “w” questions: who, what, when, where, why, and should be no more than one page. Another effective tactic is to include a quote. Here are some additional tips for writing successful press releases (also see our sample Press Release below): Create an attention grabbing headline for the top of your press release; all important information should be contained in your opening paragraph; less urgent background information should be included in the body of the press release; the closing paragraph should act as a conclusion and sum up all major points.
· Commend Accuracy

Members of the media who write accurate and/or favorable press about Somaliland (including those that just mention the word Somaliland) should be encouraged to do so in the future. You can help ensure that staff writers and editors continue properly referring to Somaliland by sending letters to editors of newspapers that make mention of Somaliland. Letters to editors will not only be read by the editorial staff but have the potential for being printed in the actual newspaper – which brings more attention to the issue.

To ensure that your letter is taken seriously by editorial boards, follow these tips for sending effective letters to the media. Your letter has the best chance of being published if it is a reaction to a story in the paper; respond as quickly as you can. Keep it short and concise; the paper will take the liberty to shorten your letter to suit its format; the more it has to cut, the less control you have of what gets printed. Lead with your most important information, focus on one main point and make a compelling case. Write in short paragraphs, with no more than three sentences per paragraph. Avoid personal attacks. Make sure to include your full name and contact information in case the newspaper wants to get in touch with you regarding your letter. Always follow up to make sure the letter was received. (Please see our attached sample Thank You letter).
· Correct Inaccuracy

Similarly, you should write letters to the editor of media outlets that inaccurately classify Somaliland as part of Somalia or print other false information about the region. This is an excellent opportunity to correct erroneous information and spread awareness about Somaliland’s accomplishments and goals. Follow the same tips above to ensure that your letter is well-received by the editorial board, and make sure to send a Fact Sheet along with your letter (samples of both are attached).
· Send out a Media Advisory

To alert the media about an upcoming event, conference, or other community gathering for the Somaliland Diaspora, write a Media Advisory and send it too all local and national press. The advisory will serve as an invitation (so the press can cover the event if so desired), as well as an alert that the Somaliland community is engaging in some serious organization and mobilization. 
Media advisories should only list the Who, What, When, Where, Why of the event. Each section should be kept to as few sentences as possible. It is also suggested that you send your Fact Sheet and Press Release along with your Media Advisory so the press can get more background information if they want. (Please see the attached Media Advisory for a visual aid).
· Request a Meeting with an Editorial Board

If sending letters to the editor or informing press about events is either not producing sufficient results, you may want to set up a meeting with your local newspapers’ editorial boards. It may be more difficult to get a meeting than to get a letter read, but going about it the right way will help increase your odds of getting the editorial board to have a meeting with you.

After securing the meeting, you must prepare thoroughly and present your case thoughtfully. Your level of preparation may be the determining factor in whether your issue receives future coverage in the publication. (Attached are some guidelines for contacting editorial boards). 
[Sample Fact Sheet]

Contact Information

FACT SHEET: SOMALILAND

Somaliland is an independently functioning secular democracy where peace and stability have been maintained for more than a decade despite anarchy in neighboring Somalia. Somaliland declared itself independent of Somalia when the state collapsed in 1991 with the coup of Siad Barre.
Somaliland is located in the Horn of Africa, across from the Southern tip of the Saudi Arabian Peninsula. Somaliland’s current borders are the same as they were under British rule before colonial independence on June 26, 1960. After the withdrawal of the British, Somaliland entered into a voluntary union with the former Italian colony of Somalia. 

However, the union did satisfy the aspirations of the people. Citizens of Somaliland were politically subjugated under the dictatorship of Siad Barre. A civil war broke out during the 1980s, leading to the collapse of Somalia in 1991. On May 18, 1991 the people of Somaliland held a congress in which they decided to withdraw from the Union with Somalia and reinstate Somaliland’s sovereignty.  

Despite the lack of international recognition of their independence and corresponding lack of financial assistance, Somaliland’s democratically-elected government successfully completed the disarmament and demobilization of the country’s soldiers. In the matter of several years, approximately 1.5 million land mines were cleared. More than 95% of refugees have returned to their homes.

The Republic of Somaliland has a republican form of government. The central government has effective control of the entire territory of the Republic, and has a popularly- approved secular constitution. It has a bicameral parliament, independent judiciary, permanent electoral commission, army and police and custodial forces. The President and Vice-President, democratically elected by popular vote, are the heads of government. The President nominates the cabinet, which is approved by the legislature.

Since 1991, Somaliland has held internationally-observed democratic elections and has facilitated peaceful transitions of political power. The government has effectively disarmed many of the region’s militias and helped to promote economic development. With extremely limited financial support, the government of Somaliland has made admirable strides in rebuilding the nation’s physical infrastructure and working to increase its economic viability. 
The diaspora of Somaliland continues to be a valuable asset to the country, promoting awareness and raising funds for its home state. Both Somaliland and its diaspora need the support of the American people and government in order to continue their efforts towards rebuilding the country and preserving the fragile peace in their region of the war-torn Horn of Africa. 
[Sample Press Release]
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact Name
Contact Organization

Contact Address

Contact Phone 
Contact Email

Date

Somaliland:  Democratic Governance in the Horn of Africa

In the 16 years since declaring its independence in 1991, Somaliland has held legitimate, democratic parliamentary and presidential elections, built functioning government institutions and undertaken largely successful efforts to disarm and demobilize its militias, all without international recognition or assistance. Somalia, on the other hand, is still without a stable, functioning government and remains in the grip of violent warlords despite years of international intervention. Somaliland represents a peaceful and democratic nation in the Horn of Africa and should be recognized as such by international governments. Accounts of the ever-worsening situation in Somalia should always be accompanied by the positive example of Somaliland.

A former British Protectorate, Somaliland first gained independence from its colonial rulers on June 26, 1960. The newly independent Somaliland agreed to unite with what was the former Italian Somalia, its neighbor to the southeast. Following decades of neglect and brutal repression from the Somali government, Somaliland declared its withdrawal from the union with Somalia and declared its independence according to the self-determination of the country’s inhabitants. After years of civil war, the independent Republic of Somaliland was born on May 18, 1991.
Since that date, Somaliland has held internationally-observed democratic elections and has succeeded in peaceful transitions of political power. The government of Somaliland has effectively disarmed many of the regions militias and helped to promote economic development. With minimal international financial support, the government of Somaliland has made admirable strides in rebuilding the nation’s physical infrastructure and increasing its economic viability.  

Increased public knowledge and support of Somaliland’s legitimate existence will help pave the way to international recognition, and will also improve the country’s odds at maintaining successful democratic governance and economic development.  

Additional information on Somaliland and what you can do to help it achieve international recognition is available at www.[website of Somaliland umbrella organization]. [Name of Somaliland umbrella organization] represents the interests of Somalilanders living in the United States and advocates for international recognition on behalf of the nation of Somaliland.

Your own: Name, Organization, Contact Information
#### 

[Sample Thank You Letter]

Name of Letters Editor

Name of Publication

Address of Publication

Date

Re: Thank you for including Somaliland in your recent article about Somalia

Dear Letters Editor:

I am writing in response to a recent article that appeared in your publication, TITLE, on DATE. I would like to commend your staff and thank you for acknowledging that Somalia and Somaliland are separate countries. 

As you have alluded to, Somaliland declared its independence from Somalia on May 18, 1991, after the voluntary union they entered following colonial independence resulted in civil war. Post-conflict achievements have been impressive, making Somaliland an oasis of democracy and stability in the Horn of Africa. Since 1991, Somaliland has held internationally observed democratic elections and has succeeded in peaceful transitions of political power.

It is extremely important that the media presents the most informed picture possible of the region, in order to promote awareness of the border struggles in this part of the world.

Thank you for your commitment to socially responsible news reporting.

Sincerely, 

Name

Organization
Address
Contact Information

[Sample Letter Refuting Inaccuracies]

Name of Letters Editor

Name of Publication

Address of Publication

Date

Re: Refuting information from a recent news article on Somalia

Dear Letters Editor:

I am writing in response to a recent article that appeared in your publication, TITLE, on DATE. The article addressed the current crisis in Somalia, but failed to mention the fact that a stable, democratic republic called Somaliland exists to the northwest of Somalia, and is seeking international recognition.

I am writing to urge that, in the future, your publication references both Somalia and Somaliland when discussing the region, in order to present the most informed picture of the region.

Somaliland declared its independence from Somalia on May 18, 1991, after the voluntary union they entered following colonial independence resulted in civil war. Post-conflict achievements have been impressive, making Somaliland an oasis of democracy and stability in the Horn of Africa. Since 1991, Somaliland has held internationally observed democratic elections and has succeeded in peaceful transitions of political power.

To learn more about the issue, please contact our organization at EMAIL/PHONE. We welcome any inquiries or opportunities to spread awareness about this important issue. We request that you strongly consider mentioning both Somalia and Somaliland in your future news articles that relate to the region.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Name

Organization
Address
Contact Information

[Sample Media Advisory]

MEDIA ADVISORY 




                             Organization Name 

For Immediate Release





 
 
  Organization Street #
Date







               Organization City, State, Zip

Contact: Name





         
         
          Contact Phone & Email

Somaliland Organization to Hold Public Event

WHAT: The Somaliland Policy & Reconstruction Institute (SOPRI) will hold its annual Somaliland conference to discuss and brainstorm about issues and strategies for assisting Somaliland in its goal of recognition as an independent country.

WHEN: September 8-10, 2006
9:00 am – 6:00 pm each day

WHERE: Doubletree Hotel Crystal City
300 Army Navy Drive
Arlington, Virginia, 22202
Phone: 703-416-4100

WHO: SOPRI Organizing Committee and Volunteers

WHY: The current border struggles over internationally recognized Somalia deserve greater public attention. In a region that is experiencing extreme violence, the aspiring state of Somaliland stands as a beacon of non-violence, democracy and stability, and has earned recognition from the international community. This conference will provide a space in which policy discussions can take place in order to further awareness within American and international policy circles regarding this issue. We will generate recommendations, suggestions, and avenues for potential cooperation with members of the Somaliland diaspora.

####
Meeting with Editorial Boards
Newspaper, television and radio media can and should be used for the following actions: to correct misinformation regarding Somaliland, advocate for Somaliland’s international recognition, and spread information about events or rallies in support of Somaliland. These media outlets are open to the public and are accessible to the Somaliland diaspora community for increasing attention to its most important issues. Sitting down and meeting with the editorial board of your local newspaper is a wonderful way to raise awareness about Somaliland. The editorial board of a newspaper is usually made up of the newspaper’s publisher, the editorial page editor and editorial writers. Smaller local newspapers may not have an editorial board so meetings may include only an editorial page editor and one or two editors.

Setting up an Editorial Board Meeting
● Send a brief letter or email requesting a meeting. Provide a brief explanation of your organization, state why you want to meet and why your organization is the best source of information on the issue.  

● Follow up with a phone call several days later. If the editorial board is available to meet with you, schedule a meeting at this time.

Preparing for Your Meeting
● Decide who from your organization will participate in the editorial board meeting. Keep it small - two to three people. You may want to include a prominent member of the community who supports your position.

● Determine your objectives for the meeting. What are the three to four key points that you want to communicate to the editorial board? 

● Designate a spokesperson for the group. Anticipate the questions the editorial board will propose, and prepare answers.  

● Put together information packets for the editorial board members before the meeting. Packets should include a fact sheet, map, and any favorable op-eds or articles that have been written recently about Somaliland.
BE PREPARED! Organize your thoughts, know the points you want to make with facts ready to back them up and present your case in a professional manner. At the conclusion of the meeting, ask the editorial board to consider your facts and arguments when writing editorials on Somaliland or articles about the current situation in East Africa. Mention that you would like to submit an op-ed article to the newspaper for consideration.

Follow Up
● Send a letter thanking the editorial board for meeting with your organization. This is also an opportunity to restate your position. A phone call thanking the editorial board is also appropriate.

● Think about what went right and wrong during the meeting to ensure continuous improvement.

Step 3: Communicate with Policymakers
In the United States, citizens are encouraged to contact their political representatives. Constituencies have power, and the electorate can influence official policy. Lobbying, one method of political participation, can be used to pressure a politician’s electoral campaign in exchange for his support of citizens’ issues. Individuals can donate up to $2,500 per election to any one politician. The Somaliland diaspora in the US must take advantage of this opportunity and actively seek the support and assistance of those who hold elected office.
As seen in our case studies, political representatives can play a very important role in achieving political objectives. The Somaliland diaspora community in Toronto is a prime example of how an active and vocal community can garner the support and assistance of their elected representatives. After all, your representatives have been chosen to represent you. Increasing dialogue between the Somaliland diaspora and elected officials that represent their communities will boost knowledge and interest in Somaliland. Through relentless communication with elected officials, the Somaliland diaspora in the United States can affect the likelihood that recognition of Somaliland become an important foreign policy issue.

Contact with politicians and their legislative staff is vital to maintaining visibility and support for Somaliland. It can also be an empowering learning experience for the diaspora community. By gaining an understanding of the political process, the Somaliland diaspora will be more confident and better prepared for the work ahead of them.   

Cultivating relationships with policymakers will enable the Somaliland diaspora to significantly enhance Somaliland’s quest towards the recognition of its independence. An effective way to capture the attention of policymakers is to send them letters, urging their support and legislative action. By simply bringing attention to issues surrounding Somaliland, the diaspora will be taking the first step towards motivating and recruiting policymakers supportive of recognition. (Below is a sample letter and instructions for writing to your political representatives).

[Sample Letter to Member of Congress]
When writing to the Chairperson of a Committee or the Speaker of the House, address them as: 

Dear Mr. Chairman:
Dear Madam Chairwoman:
I am writing to urge US support for recognition of Somaliland’s independence. Somaliland maintains a functioning central government that has effective control of its territory. Somaliland has a secular constitution which was approved by popular vote, democratically elected authorities at all levels and functional state institutions including a bicameral parliament, independent judiciary, permanent electoral commission, army and police and custodial forces. The President and Vice-president are elected by popular vote.
The significance of Somaliland’s democracy and state-building accomplishments are all the more noteworthy because it they have been achieved despite international recognition of the state. All of Somaliland’s positive actions have been supported by their own people, ideologically and financially. Perhaps a greater accomplishment still, Somaliland’s progress in building a stable peace has been achieved despite upheaval in neighboring Somalia and other parts of the Horn of Africa.
In fact, Somaliland declared itself independent from Somalia precisely to remove itself from the throes of violence and war. During its 31-year union with Somalia, Somaliland endured brutal repression from the central government, as well as civil war. In 1991, with the ousting of Siad Barre and the collapse of the Somali state, Somaliland withdrew from the voluntary union it had entered with Somalia upon colonial independence in 1960. The union never satisfied the aspirations of the Somaliland people, who had been a separate colony (under British rule) from the former Italian colony of Somalia. Different colonial rulers produced extremely different systems of social and state institutions, and Somalilanders could no longer tolerate the violent Somali state. 
Since declaring independence in 1991, Somaliland has been functioning as a de facto sovereign nation. Post-conflict achievements have been impressive, turning Somaliland into an oasis of democracy in the Horn of Africa. Somaliland is dedicated to democratic principles and a free market economy, as well as stability in East Africa and the rest of the continent. 
Supporting the impressive achievements of the Somaliland people by recognizing the independence of Somaliland would send a positive message to our community as well as other African nations. It would demonstrate that the US believes in self-determination, especially by peaceful means, and would help foster the progression towards peace and stability in Africa. As your loyal constituent, I urge you to get involved in the effort to recognize Somaliland’s legitimate independence. Please contact me for more information or to discuss how to get involved in our efforts. Thank you.
Sincerely,

Name

Address

Contact (phone, fax)

Email
How to Address Letters to Members of Congress

To Your Senator: 

Date

The Honorable (full name)
(Room #) (Name) Senate Office Building
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator: 

To Your Representative: 

Date

The Honorable (full name)
(Room #) (Name) House Office Building
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative:
Step 4: Know the Importance of Fundraising
Fundraising plays a significant role in advocacy efforts, and is an important skill for members of the Somaliland diaspora to possess and employ. Fundraising can be applied to a wide variety of activities, from social events to political gatherings. 

The diaspora of Somaliland has an impressive background in fundraising. The diaspora played a crucial role in rebuilding the country after the declaration of independence in 1991, and is still involved in reconstructing the country by donating and building schools and hospitals in Somaliland. However, additional funds are needed to push for recognition of independence of Somaliland. Through a unified organization where funds can be donated, the diaspora could significantly strengthen its role in decision-making centers in the United States. 

Funds can be used for supporting political campaigns of senators and house representatives, who in turn will support Somaliland’s cause. Lobbying agencies can be hired to advocate and lobby for recognition of independence, both through communication with policy-makers and through increasing media visibility of Somaliland.

In many cases, fundraising efforts go hand-in-hand with event planning, so it is important to learn how to put together events that will be well-attended, effective, and visible to the surrounding community. Here are some guidelines for planning fundraisers:

· Define Your Needs

What kind of event will you be hosting? How many guests are you expecting? What kind of equipment, supplies, food, etc. will the event require? Once you know what you need, you can start researching potential venues. 

· Know Your Budget and Plan Your Costs Accordingly

Always be liberal with spending estimates and conservative with funding estimates. Inevitably, things end up costing more than planned and sometimes funding does not come through, so it is better to be safe with budget issues.

· Secure Permits

After determining what kind of venue you need and can afford for your event, secure any necessary permits. If your event needs a permit from the city, you must secure one before any additional planning steps are taken.

· Ask for Donations

Get as much as possible donated - the event space, food, drinks, performances, event materials, souvenirs - anything that will decrease your costs. This step can be one of the most cost-efficient and worthwhile efforts within your event-planning process.

· Recruit Volunteers
Engaging volunteers to help with planning and hosting events gets members from the community involved and also keeps costs down. Each volunteer may bring a different skill set so you will be able to assign tasks after you know how much help you'll have.

· Get the Word Out
Put together a strategy for publicity and advertising to get the word out. Request that friends, family, and people in the same field widely distribute information about your event. Make sure they are informed about all the details so they can pass on accurate information. Talk with people about how they have promoted their events through websites, email listservs, organizations, places of religious and cultural gatherings, etc. 

· Invite the Media

Write a media advisory to notify about your event and send it to all local media. Invite them to cover the event and provide them with reliable contact information in case they want to arrange an interview before or after the event. Also write a press release, which can be distributed before and/or after the event, and includes more details than the media advisory, such as background information. Press releases can bring attention to a future event or inform the public about the success of an event that has already passed.

· Show Your Appreciation

Send Thank You cards, letters, or emails to everyone who helped with your event, including funders and volunteers. This will demonstrate your appreciation for their assistance and encourage them to be involved with future events. 

APPENDICES

Appendix A:  A-Z List of Somaliland Organizations in the US
	LOCATION
	ORGANIZATION
	CONTACT 
	CONTACT DETAILS
	ACTIVITIES
	NOTES

	ARIZONA
	
	
	
	
	

	Phoenix
	Somali Association of Arizona (part of Somali Family Care Network)
	Mohamed Isse, Executive Director
	602-277-7662/703-560-0005

Email: director@somaliusa.org 

Website:

www.somalifamily.org 
	Helping newly arrived and needy Somalis
	

	CALIFORNIA
	
	
	
	
	

	San Diego
	Horn of Africa Community
	
	619-583-0532

Email:

ahornofafrica@aol.com
Website:

www.hornofafrica.org
	Education

Link refugees with health providers
	

	San Diego
	Somali Family Services of San Diego
	
	619-265-5821

Email: 

staff@somalifamilyservice.org
Website:

www.somalifamilyservice.org
	Programs for youths and seniors
	San Diego has 2nd largest Somali community in U.S.

	San Jose
	Bay Area Somali Community
	Ahmed Dirie
	408-437-9478

Email:

info@bayareasomali.org
Website:

www.bayareasomali.org  
	Integration of Somalis into Bay area community
	

	CONNECTICUT
	
	
	
	
	

	Hartford
	Somali Development Center
	
	860-241-0008

Email:

nadiawale@sbcglobal.net

	Provide social services to refugees and immigrant community
	

	COLORADO
	
	
	
	
	

	Denver


	Somali Community Center of Colorado


	Mohamed Nur, President

Omar Nur, Program Director
	303-758-2844

Email:

somalicommunitycenter@msn.com
Website:

www.somalicommunitycenter.org
	Education, cultural awareness, social and business programs for refugees and immigrants
	

	GEORGIA
	
	
	
	
	

	Clarkston
	Georgia Somali Community
	
	404-292-1113

Email:

Gsc8563@bellsouth.net
	
	

	Clarkston
	Somali Community Development Organization
	
	404-508-0390

Website:

www.somalibantu.com
	
	

	MAINE
	
	
	
	
	

	Portland
	Somali Community Development of Maine
	
	207-221-5690

Email:

scdm@maine.rr.com
	
	

	MARYLAND
	
	
	
	
	

	Silver Springs
	Somali American Community Association
	
	301-565-0320

Email:

elmiaa@yahoo.com
	
	

	MASSACHUSETTS
	
	
	
	
	

	Chelsea
	Somali Development Center
	Ms. Hawa Kulmiye, Office Manager
	617-884-3238 ext. 225

Website:

www.sdcboston.org
	Social services to refugees and immigrants


	

	Jamaica Plain
	Somali Development Center
	Abdirahman A. Yusuf, Executive Director
	617-522-0700/617-522-6904

Email:

sdcboston@yahoo.com or aayusaf@sdcboston.org
Website:

www.sdcboston.org
	Social services to refugees and immigrants
	About 50,000 Somalis in Boston area

	Springfield
	Somali Development Center
	Mohamed Farah Good, Program Director

Damid Mafal, Dep. Director
	413-739-8960

Website:

www.sdcboston.org
	Social services to refugees and immigrants
	

	MINNESOTA
	
	
	
	
	

	Minneapolis
	Confederation of Somali Community in Minnesota
	Saeed Fahia, Executive Director
	612-338-5282

Email: 

fahias@puc-mn.org
Website:

www.cscmn.org 
	Strengthen capacity of Somalis while keeping them culturally connected
	

	Minneapolis
	Somali Benadiri Community of Minnesota
	Mohamed Husein
	612-870-8706

Email:

benadiri@aol.com
	Cultural and education support
	

	Minneapolis
	Somali Community Resettlement
	
	507-252-5888

Email:

anhared@somalicrs.org
	
	

	Minneapolis
	Somali Mai Community of Minnesota
	
	612-729-7688

Email:

Somcom99@cs.com
Website:

www.arlaadi.com/SOMCOM.html
	
	

	Minneapolis
	Somali Women in Minneapolis
	
	612-331-8676

Email:

adena@esns.org

	
	

	Minneapolis
	Somali Community of Minnesota, Inc.
	Mohamed Essa
	612-871-6786

Email:

messa@somalicomm.org
Website:

www.salpiconpress.com/somali
	
	

	Minneapolis
	Somali Action Alliance
	
	
	
	

	Minneapolis
	Somali American Friendship Association
	
	
	Social services/integration services
	

	Minneapolis
	Somali Education Center
	
	
	Education services
	

	Minneapolis
	Somali Children’s Association of Minnesota
	
	
	Child abuse prevention
	

	Minneapolis
	Somali Health Project
	
	
	HIV and AIDS services
	

	Minneapolis
	Somali International Minorities of America
	
	
	
	

	Minneapolis
	Somali Justice Advocacy Center
	
	
	Community advocacy 
	

	Minneapolis
	Somali Parent Teacher Association
	
	
	
	

	Minneapolis
	Somalil Women in Minnesota (SWIM)
	
	
	Women’s advocacy, literacy
	

	Minneapolis
	Somali Students Organization
	
	Website:

www.somalistudents.net 
	
	

	MISSOURI
	
	
	
	
	

	Kansas City
	Somali Foundation
	
	816-483-0130

Email: 

somfoundation@hotmail.com
	
	

	NEW HAMPSHIRE
	
	
	
	
	

	Manchester
	Somali Development Foundation
	Nasir A. Arush, Deputy Director
	603-622-0771/603-858-0565

Email:

Sdc_nh@yahoo.com
Website:

www.sdcboston.org
	Social services to refugees and immigrants
	

	OHIO
	
	
	
	
	

	Columbus


	Horn of Africa Community Center
	Musa Farah, President
	614-337-4346

Email:

Mashqul2001@yahoo.com
	
	

	Columbus
	Somali Women and Children’s Alliance
	Hawa M. Siad, Executive Director
	614-473-9999

Email:

info@SWACA.org or hawa@swaca.org
Website:

www.somaliwomenandchildrensalliance.org
	
	

	Columbus
	United Somali Refugee Women
	
	614-378-4901

Email:

usrwomen@msn.com
	
	

	Columbus
	Somali American Network
	
	Website:

www.somaliamerican.net
	
	

	Columbus
	Somali Senior and Family Services
	Abdi Warsame
	614-447-1214
	
	

	Columbus
	Somali Community Association of Ohio
	Hassan Omar
	614-262-4068
	
	

	Columbus
	Somali American Services of Ohio
	Daud A. Obsiye
	614-261-6411
	
	

	OREGON
	
	
	
	
	

	Portland
	Somali Women’s Association
	Caad Garane, President
	503-452-4386

Email:

swaofpdx@yahoo.com
	
	

	Portland
	Northwest Somali Community Organization
	Mahamed Farah, Secretary General
	503-206-8037

Email:

mahamedfarah@yahoo.com
Website:

www.northwestsomalicommunity@yahoo.com
	
	

	Portland
	Somali Community Services Coalition of Oregon
	Bashir Warsame, Executive Director
	503-595-0368

Email:

bashir@scscor.com
	
	

	TENNESSEE
	
	
	
	
	

	Nashville
	Somali Community Center of Nashville
	Abdirizak Hassan, Executive Director
	615-366-6868

Email:

ahassan@somalinashville.org
Website:

www.somalinashville.org
	Social adjustment, assistance in education, employment and health services
	Largest refugee operated not for profit in middle TN

	TEXAS
	
	
	
	
	

	Houston
	Somali Community Development Association
	
	Email:

warshu@aol.com
	
	

	UTAH
	
	
	
	
	

	Salt Lake City
	Somali Community Development of Utah
	Sharif Kaharaba
	801-433-0448

Website:

www.the-scdu.org
	Education, literacy, employment of refugees and immigrants
	

	VIRGINIA
	
	
	
	
	

	Fairfax
	Somali Family Care Network
	
	703-560-9522/703-560-0005

Email:

eric@somalifamily.org
Website:

www.somalifamily.org
	Helps Somali groups in the U.S. work together to assist refugees
	

	WASHINGTON
	
	
	
	
	

	Kent
	Somali National Development Program
	
	Email:

saidabdirashid@hotmail.com
	
	

	Seattle
	Somali Community Services of Seattle
	Mohamed Abdi, President
	206-760-1181/1185

Email:

Socomser2002@yahoo.com
Website:

www.somalicss.org
	Helping refugees transition into life in U.S.
	

	Seattle
	Northwest Somali Community Center
	
	206-324-2111

Email:

Nwscc1@yahoo.com
	Education of children and adults, improve quality of life for refugees
	

	Seattle
	Somali Community Services Coalition
	Ahmed Jama, Executive Director
	206-722-6473

Email:

Anur89@hotmail.com
Website:

www.thescsc.org
	Housing and employment assistance, language classes and family counseling 
	


	LOCATION
	ORGANIZATION
	CONTACT 
	CONTACT DETAILS
	ACTIVITIES
	NOTES

	UNITED STATES
	
	
	
	
	

	Washington, DC
	Republic of Somaliland Representative in the U.S.
	Dr. Sa’ad Shiek Osman Noor
	703-820-1982 or 

703-244-3449

Email: 

snoor@cox.net
	
	Phone interview March 31, 2007

	Washington, DC
	Somaliland Policy and Reconstruction Institute (SoPRI)
	Rashid Nur
	202-728-7945 or 

703-981-5604

Email:

rashidnur@verizon.net
	
	

	New York
	
	Yussur and Hassan Abrar
	212-4583957

Email:

Yussur.abrar@aig.com
	
	

	
	Somaliland Forum
	Mohammed Baranbaro, Chairperson
	617-905-7477

Email:

branbaro@yahoo.com or somalilandforum@somalilandforum.com
Website:

www.somalilandforum.com
	
	Have chapters in Virginia, Toronto, Finland, Australia and Kuwait

	CANADA
	
	
	
	
	

	Scarborough-Agincourt, Toronto
	Canadian Parliament/House of Commons
	MP Jim Karygiannis
	416-321-5454 

Email:

Jim@karygiannismp.com
3850 Finch Avenue East

Scarborough Ontario

M1T 3T6
	Traveled to Hargeisa to observe elections, large Somali constituency 
	

	Toronto
	Somaliland Forum
	Deqa G. Hidig Farah, Chairwoman
	Email:

chair@somalilandforum.com 
	
	

	Toronto


	Somali Immigrant Aid Organization
	
	Website:

www.somalimmigrants.org
	
	

	OTHER
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Somaliland International Recognition Action Group (SIRAG)
	Lulu Farah, Chairwoman
	Email:

Sirag.uk@hotmail.com
	
	

	
	Republic of Somaliland Representative in the U.K.
	Osman Ahmed Hassan
	Email:

slrmission@btinternet.com
	
	

	Hargeisa, Burco
	Academy of Peace and Development of Somaliland
	
	(+252-2-) 520304 (Hargeisa)

(+252-2-) 712980/81/82 (Burco)

Website:

www.apd-somaliland.org/index.html 
	
	


Scholars & Experts on Somalia & Somaliland Affairs

	LOCATION
	NAME
	AFFILIATION
	CONTACT DETAILS

	UNITED STATES
	
	
	

	Chicago, Illinois
	Peter J. Schraeder, Professor, Department of Political Science
	Loyola University Chicago
	773-508-3070

pschrae@luc.edu 
www.luc.edu 

Article “Why the U.S. Should recognize Somaliland’s Independence”

	Evanston, Illinois
	Professor William Reno, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science
	Northwestern University
	847-491-7450
http://www.polisci.northwestern.edu/index.html
Specializes in African politics and collapsing states

	Princeton, New Jersey
	Jeffrey Herbst
	Princeton University 
	herbst@princeton.edu

	New York
	Richard Ford
	Clark University
	646-706-1808

rford@clark.edu

	Binghamton, New York
	Ali Mazrui 
	SUNY Binghamton
	607-777-4494

amazrui@binghamton.edu

	Worcester, Massachusetts
	Hussein Adam
	Holy Cross College; 

Founder, Somali Studies International Association
	508-793-3409

hadam@holycross.edu 

	Michigan
	Sisay Asefa
	Western Michigan University 
	asefa@wmich.edu 

	Minnesota
	Abdi Ismail Samatar, Professor of Geography
	University of Minnesota

And 

Macalester College
	Samat001@umn.edu 

And 

samatar@macalester.edu

	Arlington, Virginia
	Terrence Lyons
	Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University
	703-993-1336

tlyons1@gmu.edu

	Washington, DC
	David Shinn
	Former U.S. Ambassador to Ethiopia
	202-543-1588

dhshinn@earthlink.net

	Washington, DC
	Lange Schermerhorn
	Former U.S. Ambassador to Djibouti
	202-362-7093

schermerhornl@hotmail.com

	Washington, DC
	Dave Peterson, Director of African Program
	National Endowment for Democracy
	dave@ned.org

	Washington, DC
	Jeff Krilla
	International Republican Institute
	Africa@iri.org


	LOCATION
	NAME
	AFFILIATION
	CONTACT DETAILS

	Washington, DC
	Ambassador Princeton Lyman, Adjunct Senior Fellow for Africa Policy Studies
	Council on Foreign Relations African Program
	202-518-3414

wevans@cfr.org

	Washington, DC
	François Grignon, Director of Africa Program
	International Crisis Group
	www.crisisgroup.org 

	OTHER
	
	
	

	The Hague, Netherlands
	
	Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization
	unpo@unpo.org
www.unpo.org

	South Africa
	Professor Eqbal Jhazbhay
	University of South Africa
	jhazbmid@unisa.ac.za 

	London
	I.M, Lewis, Professor Emeritus
	London School of Economics
	

	London
	David Tanner, Somaliland Programme Coordinator
	Catholic Institute for International Relations (CIIR)
	+44 (0)20 7354 0883

www.ciir.org/ 


Appendix B:  List of Lobbying and Public Relations Firms in the US
	NEW YORK CITY
	

	1. The Public Advocacy Group LLC

100 Wall Street, 15 Floor

New York, New York 10005

Tel: 212-465-3391

http://www.publicadvocacygroup.com
tpag@publicadvocacygroup.com
Lobbying, Comprehensive Political Services, Public Policy Advocacy, Public/Media Relations, Speechwriting, Professional Legal Services, Negotiation and Conflict Resolution, Issue Research and Analysis, Multi-Disciplinary Strategic Planning, Government and International Business Relations.


	2. Burson-Marsteller

230 Park Ave Smith

New York, NY 10003

Tel: 212-614-4000

http://www.bm.com
Public relations, advertising, brand marketing, web development, crisis management, direct impact – grassroots public affairs



	3. BKSH and Associates (part of Burson-Marsteller)

Government relations and lobbying.

Tel: 202-530-4832

htpp://www.bksh.com

	4. Ketchum

1288 Avenue of the Americas

New York, NY 10019 

Tel: 646-935-3900

http://www.ketchum.com


	5. Media Relations Group

New York, NY

Contact: Mike Schwager

Tel: 954-423-4414

E-mail: moschwager@aol.com
http://www.mediamavens.com
Provides publicity, story development and placement, writing, video production and training.

WASHINGTON, DC
	

	1. Boffa and Associates

1420 "N" Street, NW
Towne Terrace East
Suite 102
Washington, DC 20005
Main: 202-234-5758
Fax: 202-234-5759
E-mail: jboffa@boffapr.com
http://www.boffapr.com
Provides public relations and grassroots lobbying.


	2. The Carmen Group

http://www.carmengroup.com
Provides representation in Washington, D.C. in the areas of government relations, public relations, association management services, business development, consulting.



	3. Vogl Communications

1010 Wisconsin Avenue Suite 570
Washington, D.C. 20007
Tel: 202-331-8183
Fax: 202-295-9006
E-Mail: editor@ethicsworld.org
http://www.ethicsworld.com
Strategic management consultants and international public affairs.


	4. Jefferson Waterman International

1401 K Street NW Suite 400

Washington, DC 20005

Tel: 202-216-2200

Fax: 202-216-2999

http://www.jwidc.com 

Composed of senior internationalists from U.S. intelligence, foreign service and policy-making bodies, the JWI focuses on political component of international business transactions and government policy decisions. It combines worldwide knowledge of key people, politics, and process to advance client interests. Also provides effective representation of governments, political interests, and leading corporations.



	5. TSM Global Consultants, LLC

1700 Pennsylvania Ave NW, 

Washington, DC 20006 

Tel: 202-349-1428  

	6. Barbour Griffith & Rogers, LLC

1275 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 10th Floor

Washington, DC 20004

Tel: 202-333-4936

Fax: 202-833-9392

http://www.bgrdc.com
BGR is a strategic consulting and government affairs company. It specializes in advocacy and communications strategies for governments; planning political and media campaigns, including public relations, message development, research polling, advertising and analyzing the effects of major foreign policy trends. 



	7. Alston & Bird, LLP 

601 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

North Building, 10th Floor

Washington, DC 20004-2601

http://www.alston.com
Offers pro-bono legal services. Offices also located in Atlanta (GA), Charlotte (NC), New York (NY). Alston & Bird’s Pro Bono Committee’s stated mission is to (1) develop, facilitate, and administer the firm’s pro bono policy and related procedures; and (2) encourage and support the involvement of the firm’s lawyers and staff in the provision of pro bono services.


	8. O’Connor &Hannan, LLP

1666 K Street, N.W.

Suite 500

Washington, DC 20006-2803

Phone: 202-887-1400

Fax: 202-466-3215

http://www.oconnorhannan.com
O'Connor & Hannan is a full-service law firm that specializes in resolving the legal and public policy needs of clients. They represent local, national, and international companies, trade associations, not-for-profit organizations, public bodies and individuals in domestic and foreign negotiations and transactions, before federal and state courts, and before the U.S. Congress and a broad range of federal departments and agencies.



	9. Rabin, Sheves, Lipkin-Shahak & Birger, LLC

101 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Suite 800

Washington, DC 20001


	


Appendix C:  List of US Government Officials in Somaliland Diaspora Communities
The following is a list of US House and Senate Representatives in cities and states where substantial Somali substantial communities reside. These locations have been identified through the remittance-collecting company Dahabshiil. According to the company’s estimates, there are approximately 55,000 Somalilanders residing in North America. In the US, the largest Somaliland communities can currently be found in Columbus, Ohio and Minneapolis, Minnesota. Contact information is provided below for congressional representatives who represent districts with significant numbers of Somalilanders. We encourage the diaspora to start initiate and maintain regular contact with their representatives.

VIRGINIA 

Representing the communities of Alexandria and Falls Church]

	House of 

Representatives
	Congressman Jim Moran
	2239 Rayburn Building

Washington, DC 20515-4608

Reston Office

1760 Reston Parkway, Suite 504

Reston, VA 20190

Alexandria Office

333 N. Fairfax Street, Suite 201

Alexandria, VA 22314
	202-225-43-76 

703-481-4339 

703-971-4700 

Website:

http://moran.house.gov 

	Senate
	Senator John Warner 
	225 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Roanoke Office

1003 First Union Bank Building
213 South Jefferson Street
Roanoke, Virginia 24011
	202-224-2023 

540-857-2676 

Website:

www.senate.gov/~warner 

	
	Senator Jim Webb
	225 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Richmond Office

507 East Franklin Street
Richmond, VA 23219
	202-224-4024 

804-771-2221 

Website:

http://webb.senate.gov 


GEORGIA
Representing the city of Atlanta

	House of 

Representatives
	Congressman David Scott
	417 Cannon House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Smyrna Office

888 Concord Road, Suite 100

Smyrna, GA 30080

Jonesboro Office

173 North Main Street

Jonesboro, GA 30236
	202-225-2939

770-432-5405

770-210-5073 

Website:

http://davidscott.house.gov 

	Senate
	Senator Saxby Chambliss
	416 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Atlanta Office

100 Galleria Parkway, Suite 1340
Atlanta, GA 30339
	202-224-3521

770-763-9090

Website:

http://chambliss.senate.gov/public/index.cfm 

	
	Senator Johnny Isakson
	120 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Atlanta Office

One Overton Park
3625 Cumberland Boulevard, Suite 970
Atlanta, GA 30339
	202-224-3643

770-661-0999
Website:

http://isakson.senate.gov


MASSACHUSETTS
Representing the Boston Area

	House of Representatives
	Congressman Michael E. Capuano
	1530 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Cambridge Office

110 First Street

Cambridge, MA 02141
	202-225-5111

617-621-6208 

Website:

http://www.house.gov/capuano 

	Senate
	Senator Edward M. Kennedy
	317 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Boston Office

2400 JFK Building
Boston, MA 02203
	202-224-4543

617-565-3170

Website:

http://kennedy.senate.gov 



	
	Senator John F. Kerry
	304 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Boston Office

One Bowdoin Square, 10th Floor
Boston, MA 02114

	202-224-2742

617-565-8519

Website:

http://kerry.senate.gov/v3/cfm/home.cfm  


ILLINOIS
Representing the city of Chicago

	House of

Representatives
	Congressman Rahm

Emanuel
	1319 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Chicago Office

3742 West Irving Park Road

Chicago, IL 60618
	202-225-4061

773-267-5926

Website:

http://www.house.gov/emanuel 

	Senate
	Senator Richard Durbin
	309 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Chicago Office

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3892

Chicago, IL 60604
	202-224-2152

312-353-4952

Website:

http://durbin.senate.gov

	
	Senator Barack Obama
	13 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Chicago Office

230 S. Dearborn Street, Suite 3900

Chicago, IL 60604 
	202-224-2854

(312) 886-3506

Website:

http://obama.senate.gov 


OHIO
Representing the city of Columbus

	House of

Representatives
	Congresswoman Deborah

Pryce
	320 Cannon House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Columbus Office

500 S. Front Street, Suite 1130

Columbus, OH 43215
	202-225-2015

614-469-5614

Website:

http://www.house.gov/pryce 

	
	Congressman Patrick J. Tiberi
	Columbus Office

3000 Corporate Exchange Dr.

Suite 310

Columbus, OH 43231
	202-225-5355

614-532-2555

Website:

http://tiberi.house.gov 


	Senate
	Senator Sherrod Brown
	455 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Columbus Office

203 E. Broad Street

Columbus, OH
	202-224-2315

614-223-1789

Website:

http://www.sherrodbrown.com 

	
	Senator George V.

Voinovich
	524 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Columbus Office

37 West Broad Street

Room 310

Columbus, OH 43215
	202-224-3553

614-469-6697

Website:

http://voinovich.senate.gov/public/index.cfm 


IOWA
	House of 

Representatives
	Congressman Leonard 

Boswell
	1427 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Des Moines Office

300 East Locust, Suite 320

Des Moines, IA 50309
	202-225-3806

515-282-1909

Website:

http://boswell.house.gov/default.asp 

	
	Congressman Steve King
	1609 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Sioux City Office

526 Nebraska Street

Sioux City, IA 51101
	202-225-4426

712-224-4692

Website:

http://www.house.gov/steveking 

	
	Congressman Tom 

Latham
	2447 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Fort Dodge Office

1426 Central Avenue, Suite A

Fort Dodge, IA 50501
	202-225-5476

515-573-2738

Website:

http://www.tomlatham.house.gov 

	
	Congressman Bruce 

Braley
	1408 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515

Dubuque Office

350 W. 6th Street, Suite 222

Dubuque, IA 52001
	202-225-2911

563-57-7789
Website:

http://braley.house.gov 



	
	Congressman David

Loebsack
	1513 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Cedar Rapids Office

150 1st Avenue, NW

Suite 375

Cedar Rapids, IA 52401
	202-225-6576

319-364-2288

Website:

http://loebsack.house.gov

	Senate
	Senator Chuck Grassley
	135 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Des Moines Office 

210 Walnut Street 

Federal Building

Des Moines, IA 50309
	202-224-3744

515-288-1145

Website:

http://grassley.senate.gov 

	
	Senator Tom Harkin
	731 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Des Moines Office 

210 Walnut Street

Federal Building

Des Moines, IA 50309
	202-224-3254

515-284-4574

Website:

http://harkin.senate.gov 


MINNESOTA
	House of 

Representatives
	Congressman Keith Ellsion
	1130 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Minneapolis Office

2100 Plymouth Avenue North

Minneapolis, MN 55411
	202-225-4755

612-522-1212

Website:

http://ellison.house.gov 

	
	Congressman Tim Walz
	1529 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Rochester Office

1134 7th Street, NW

Rochester, MN 55901
	202-225-2472

507-206-0643

Website:

http://walz.house.gov

	
	Congresswoman Betty McCollum
	1714 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

St. Paul Office

165 Western Ave. North

Suite 17

St. Paul, MN 55102
	202-225-6631

651-224-9191

Website:

http://www.mccollum.house.gov 

	Senate
	Senator Norm Coleman
	320 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

St. Paul Office

2550 University Ave. W.

Suite 100N
St. Paul, MN 55114
	202-224-5641

651-645-0323

Website:

http://coleman.senate.gov 

	
	Senator Amy Klobuchar
	302 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Fort Snelling Office 

1 Federal Drive
Whipple Federal Building, Suite 298
Fort Snelling, MN 55111
	202-224-3244

612-727-5220

Website:

http://klobuchar.senate.gov 


TENNESSEE
Representing the city of Nashville

	House of 

Representatives
	Congressman Jim Cooper
	1536 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Nashville Office

605 Church Street

Nashville, TN 37219
	202-225-4311

615-736-5295

Website:

http://cooper.house.gov 

	Senate
	Senator Lamar Alexander
	455 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Nashville Office

3322 West End Avenue, #120
Nashville, TN 37203
	202-224-4944

615-736-5129

Website:

http://alexander.senate.gov 

	
	Senator Bob Corker
	185 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Nashville Office

3322 West End Ave., Suite 610

Nashville, TN 37203
	202-224-3344

615-279-8125

Website:

http://corker.senate.gov 


NORTH DAKOTA
	House of 

Representatives
	Congressman Jim 

Cooper
	1501 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Bismarck Office

220 East Rosser Avenue

Federal Building, Room 328

Bismarck, ND 58501

Fargo Office

3003 32nd Avenue, Suite 6

Fargo, ND 58103
	202-225-2611

701-224-0355

701-235-9760

Website:

http://cooper.house.gov 



	Senate
	Senator Kent Conrad
	530 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Bismarck Office

U.S. Federal Building 
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